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H-E Pegphk 1 had ſeen Eier p 


in extraordinary "Favour 


with the "Queen ; and 
were therefore the more ſurprized 


at his Fall. She liad raiſed him 
to the higheſt” Dignities of her 
{Yo A 3 Kingdoms >. 


* 
_ 
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don, and confin'd to his Houſe. 


more ſecret Cauſe, and more preſ- 
Bſſex never fignaliz'd himſelf by 


neſs the had for him would have 
made her diſtinguiſh him from the 
teſt of her Subjects; and tis certain 
her Affection had made him her 
Favourite, before he could pretend 
to it in the leaſt by his Services, 
She was hig y renown'd above the 
% of her Time for Courage 
and Strength of Mind; yet too 
r 


* 


Kingdoms; and he continued then 

General of her Army in Ireland, a- 
gainſt the Earl of Tyrone, who had 
raiſed a Rebellion there. His Endea- 
vours to divert his Misfortune were 
vain; and after an obſtinate Re- 


ſiſtance he was brought up to Lon- 


The Serviees he had done the 
State by his Valour were very con- 
ſiderable; but the Favburs the 
Queen's peculiar Goedneſs had heap- 


ed on him proceeded from a far 
ſing Motives. Had the Earl of 
the Glory of his Actions, the Kind- 
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weak to be Proof againſt the Im- 
preſſions of Love. She had a paſ- 
ſionate Tenderneſs for the unfortu- 


nate Criminal, which was his Ad- 
vocate, and defended him from the 


Severity of Juſtice ; and was ſo far 
from taking Pleaſure of publick Re- 
venge of him, that ſhe abhorted in 
her Heart thoſe cruel Maxims that 
croſs'd her Inclinations. 

She kept her Bed, to prevent the 


leaſt publick Diſcovery of a Trouble 


it was not in her Power to conceal; 


and admitting of no Company but 
the Counteſs of Nottingham (her in- 


timate Confident) ſhe gave vent to 
her Tears, and freely lamented the 


Misfortune that threatned the Re- 
poſe of her Life. 

The Counteſs had a little ſuſpect- 
ed the Queen's Inclination, and 
thought herſelf obliged by power- 
ful Reaſons to find out the Myſtery. 
But this being a tender Point, and 
having to deal with a Princeſs natu- 
rally of a very high Spirit, the Coun- 
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teſs was ſilent. Bur the Queen's 
Gtief was tod violent to continue 


long mute; ker Sighs confirmed the 
SBiaulpicions of the Counteſs, aud her 
repeating in her Trouble the Earl of 1 
_Efſex*'s Name, convinced the Coun- | 
teſs of the Truth of what till then 
"ſhe had but ſlightly fancied, 


The Counteſs had that Conſmand 


of herfelf, ſhe eaſily concealed her 
| Concern in the Adventure; and 
appearing only ſenſible of the Trou- | 


ble of the Queen, ſhe uſed all the 


Art ſhe had to comfort her; and 
fail'd not to put her in Mind, ' how 
ſerviceable on that Occaſion, her | 
| Virtue might be to her, which had 
Already made her the Wonder of the 
World. | 


Ab, Madam! (ſays the Queen, 


intertupting her) You do not yet 


know me. The Force I have long put 
upon myfelf, bath made you think, 


Wich the reſt of the World, that the 
Bight of my ROY hath raiſed 
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me above the Imfirmities of Nature, 


and the Greatneſs of my Thoughts | 


ſecuted me ftom the Troubles of 
Life; but alas f poor Elizabeth is a 


Slave to her Weakneſs; and Bath 
Fall this while but ſacrificed to R&- 


putation all the Quiet of her Soul, 
and Happineſs of her. Days. 
Tis high Time, Ate to re- 


veal the Myſtery. We) 
My Heart, Madam, is ſenGble 


* ſuſceptible of the deepeſt Im- 


preſſions, and what I have in Ap- 
pearance condemned moſt, is perhaps 


5 the only Thing that has moſt a 


Over me 

The Earl of Eſem is not le. 45 
mous for the Victory gained oyer my 
Heart, than for his Treafons again 
me: And I, who have always matt- 


F tained the Freedom of my Soul, and 


preſerved the Liberty of my Affection 


from ſubmitting to the Efforts of all 
the noted Princes of Europe, and 

me greateſt of my Subjects, have now 
| the Misfortune to find my Inctnafh- 


. een ons 


[ 10] 
ons violently ſwayed in Favour of a 


Perſon, as ungrateful as faithleſs. 
You know what I have done to raife 
him; nor can you be ignorant how 2! 
ill he hath requited me by his Crimes. 
A Man, who, being Governor of re- 
land, General of my Army, in quiet 


Poſleflien of the beſt Offices of my 


Kingdom, and Maſter of my Aﬀec- | 
tion, yet could not forbear conſpi- 
ring againſt that Authority I was 
but too much inclined to give him a 
rhaps, againſt a 
* I took no other Pleaſure in but 
portunities I had by it to 


Share of, and, 


3 5 Happ 
It was not in the 


to ſay one Word more. And the 


Counteſs more than ordinarily con- 
_ -cerned at the Diſcourſe, became ſo 


much the more curious ; and 
tending to comfort the 


ther Diſcove 

No, Madam, (replies the Queen) 
there is no Hopes of Comfort for me 
if the E. of Eſex die: By the Con- 


Queen's Power | 


Queen, en- | 
gaged her very dexterouſly to a fur- 


Cr] 


dition you ſee his Impriſonment hath 


put me in, you may gueſs what Iam 
like to be reduced to by his Death. 
* His Crimes I abhor, but I am in Love 
with his Perſon, and find, that as I 
have been ſo weak to let bim know it 


I ſhall again be ſo weak to pardon 


him. You do not know his Carriage 


towards me; and perhaps my Aﬀec-- 


tion will as eaſily find Excuſes for his 
Ingratitude, as it did for my Kind- 


neſs. I will give you the Relation 
of it, but conjure you to reproach. 
me ſo plainly'with the Shame I ex- 

ſe myſelf to, that I may at laſt 
prevail with myſelf to abandon the 
ungratefulleſt of Men, to the Rigour 
of his Fate. GE 

I ſhall not give you an Account 
of the Intereſt of England, other 
than what the Earl of Eſex ſtands 
concerned in. I will paſs by the 
Obſtacles raiſed againſt my Eſta- 
bliſhment, and tell you only, 1 


quickly gained Poſſeſſion ot the 
Throne, was adored by my People, 


ande! 
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and happy beyond the Hopes of a 0 
Perſon of my Sex. But Elevation is 
notalways attended with the Pleaſure a. 
of Life; and that ſmooth Gale of 
F elicity and Repoſe in the Beginning 
'of my Reign, quickly blew over, at 
leaſt, in my Opinion. 
2 Being ſettled in my Been 
1 found my Court throng'd with 
Suitors of Sovercign Grandeur, ſtri- 
ving'to merit the Choice. it Was in 
my Power (at once) to make of a 
Huſband and a King. The Earls 
of Somerſet, Leiceſter, Arundel and 
Hertford, had he moſt. Right to 
Pretend toit. But finding myſelf j 
diſturb'd by their Importunities in ! 
my moſt. ſerious Affairs, and not 
at all inclined to entertain their 
Suits, I formally declared to them, 
1 deligned to live ſingle, and endea- 
voured to make them amends, by 
conbiderable Employments, and Al- 
Tances, I beſtowed on them : Three 
ol them openly quitted the Hopes 
they had conceived: Only the 2 
5 
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3 nary Man; 
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of Leiceſter, more ambitious, or 
more conſtant than the reſt, kept 


g a-foot his Pretenſions, and publickly 


continued his Services: But it was 


not ordain'd\his Doro ſhould 


be crowned with he Reward of 2 | 
Affection, 
The Earl of E/ex "baking * 


112 d himſelf againſt the 2 


Earls of Northumberland and Weſt- 
moreland, made about this Time his 
firſt Appearance at Court, and o 
found with more Eaſe the Secret to 
pleaſe nme. 

Thoſe who preſented PER to me 
ſpoke much in Commendation of 
him, and 1; was too much an Eye 
Witneſs of the Merit of bis Perſon, 
I looked upon him as an extraordi- 
Nor could I but think 
it equally extraordinary to find my. 
ſelf ſo ſtrangely affected with him 
at the firſt Sight. The Reception 


J gave him was very abliging, and 


the Acknowledgments he made me 


were full of Reſpect: 80 that tor. 
the 


[14] 
the Time, I faw no' Cauſe to check | 
my Inclination. 1 

I may date from this firſt View u 
the Loſs of my Repoſe. I preſent- 'F 
ly fell into a Diſquiet Thad till then 

been altogether à Stranger to. And in ſt. 
Spite of my high Spirit, I could not- 
but inwardlyacknowledge the Cauſe; ¶ ſe 
and all the Efforts of my N rn 
Humour againſt it, ſerved only to {c 
make the Triumph of the Earl oft! 
Eſſex the more glorious. tl 
Vou would better comprehend the t 
Condition I was in, did you know: I 
the Reſentments of a Great Soul, h 
Jealous of its Reputation,” in Extre- t 
mities of this Nature; the Combats - 
] 


it undergoes, and the Confuſion that. 
attends the Defence. 

I fear'd my Eyes would diſcover | 
the Pleaſure I took in looking on 
the Earl of Eſex, and my Weak- 

{ 


neſs occaſion Diſcourſes in the 
World, to the Prejudice of my 
Glory. I ſhunned the Sight of him, 
** to little Purpoſe, when J car- 


ried 


16131 | 
Iried the Idea of him in my Heart, T 
was angry with myſelf for it, and 
ſummoned my Reaſon to my Aſſiſt- 
Fance to declare it: But Love had 
Jo violently ſeized my Heart, that 1 
ſtruggled in vain to diſpoſſeſs him. 
By little and little 1 yielded my- 
uſe;. I {elf Captive to that powerful Incli- 
zhty || nation which at firſt Sight made me 
7 to ſo much in Love with the Perſon of 
of the Earl of Eſer: And pretending 
the Services he had done me againſt 
the the Earls of Northumberland and 
now. # Weſtmoreland, and the —_— I 
oul. had of the good Services of his Fa- 
tre. ther, as the Ground of my Favour, 
bats. I made him Knight of the Garter, 
that. & Maſter of the Horſe, and of the 
Privy Council, tho' under Age. 
over Thus did I cheriſh and indulge 
the Weakneſs I had fo long firug- 
gled with, and condemned my- 
the ſelf for. The higher he grew in 
my | Office, the nearer he was to my 
Perſon : His Complaiſance, his Re- 


car- . ſpect, 


[467], 
ſpe, bis Looks; which to me ap- 
peared all kind and languiſhing, and 
eſpecially my Affection, which had 
Jenderneſs enough to give a favou- 
rable- Conſſtuction to the leaſt of 
his, Actions, conſpired. to betray F 
me. F ; 
Envy 5 him Enemies: The 
Earl of Leiceſter, concerned, to be 
jealous of him, quickly ſuſpected 61 
the Truth; and looking on the 
Earl of Eſſex as a Perſon of Merit, 
capable to croſs his Pretentions, he 
made it his Buſineſs to ſupplant him; F 
which / preſently obſer ved. I caſily 
foreſa v the Trouble my Favour | 
mighecauſe between Pai {ons fo con- 
ſiderable: And the better to cou inte- 
nance the Kindnels I had for E Hex, ; 
J affected a little Complaiſance ſor 
Leiceſter, which {ſomewhat abated 
the Edge of his jealouſy. 

About that Time the King of 
S weeden, the Emperor for his Son, 


and the Duke of Anjou, made me 
” their 


( 17 ] 
Their ſeveral Propoſals of Marriage, 
Frhich I was forced to receiv'd,;. but 
S$anicd not Pretences to ſend hame 


had © d o JENR LION 
vou. Iheir Ambaſſadors, without any Fruit 
t of f their Negociation. 


f my Actions were the Interpreta- 
„ Fions Men made of my Refulal of 
Marriage with theſe Princes !+ It re- 
dounded much to my Honour, my 
Glory was encteaſed by it, and the 


he Love, even when my Soul was 
i holly poſſeſſed by it. 


Gly The Averſion 1 expreſs'd for Fo- 
or Treign Alliances, raited the Hopes 
PR of the Earl of Leiceſter ; and Bffex 
ite. ſeemed Aa at it; Not, ſaid 
fox Ihe, as J hear afterwards, but that 
"0 the Queen is diſcreet in all her Actions; 


«1 ud her Choice, had ſhe made one, had 
een decent and juſt ; but that I think 
of %. ft to reign alone, that I could 
not, without extreme Trouble, fee her 
ſhare her Authority avith a. Huſband, 
vir If 7220, perhaps, would, in Time, be ver 
= Maſter. FIT IN 8 The 


How contrary to the real Motive 


World admired my Contempt of 


\ 


(18] 
The Conſtruction T made of th df 4 
Earl of 'Efſex's Zeal, was ſuitable t **/ 
my Affection, and the Defire 1 ha 1 
of gaining his Heart, which 1 de. 
fired fo paſſionately, that 7 fancied} 
it done, and that the pretended Seve4 
Tity that made me ſ1:2ht Kings, way 
the only Thing that fr ;ghtned his 
i Reſpect, and that he had declared 
i his Love to me, could he have though 
be durſt preſume to do it, | 
im" The Duke Hlauſon (not diſcou— 
bf raged by my Refuſal of his Lrott er) 
l began 3 after to make Addreſſes 
. for himſelf; and it was not in my 
Pover to deny my Conſent for his 
i Voyage tb London: But what Ad- 
vantages ſoever he pleaded in his 
Favour, certain it is, the Earl of 
Eſſex loſt not any he had gained 
over me. The Stay of that Prince, 


in England fortified the Earl's In- 
tereſt. He was conſtantly at my 
Elbow. When the Duke Alanſor 
{ſpoke to me, methoughts I read Re- 
© proaches againſt Bess in the * 


of thi 
able tf 
> I had 
J de. 
ancied 
1 Sevell 
'S, Wag 
2d his 


clarec 
oughe 


iſcou- 
otter) 
Ireſles! 
n my 
or his 

Ad- 
n his 
rl of 


ained 


rince 
In- 
my 
anſon 
Re- 
Earl 
of 


bo. 

df Eſſex's Eyes. The Earl of Lei- 
efter watched me as carefully, tho” 
not with equal Regard from me. T 
aiſed ſo many Difficulties «againſt 
he Duke of Alanſon's Deſign, that 
e was forced to deſiſt, and 7 rid 


my Hands of his Perſon and Suit, 
without giving him Cauſe of Com- 
plaint. 


You know, that after the Death 
of the Queen of Scots, the King of 


Spain, who ſtill makes himſelf in- 


diſpenſibly ſubject to a Neceſſity of 
oppoſing me, entered into a League 
with the Pope againſt me. And 
having filled the World with injuri- 
ous Declarations againſt my Right to 
the Crown, they joined all their 
Forces to put it off my Head. The 
Spaniards made themſelves on the 


ſudden Maſters of Daventer. The 


Duke of Parma laid Siege to Sluys. 
It was high Time to provide for De- 
fence ; and the Earl of Leiceſter was 
ſent away with all the Nobility of 
the Kingdom, at the Head of a 

Boe? nume - 
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numerous Army. The Earl of EV 
ſex was one of the firſt ' to follow 
him; and as ſtrongly. inclined as 1 
was to ſtay him, yet I thought the 
Man I loved ought not to be idle, 
when he; had Opportunity, by glo- F 
rious Actions, to merit the Kindnef 
1 had from him. 

I will not ſpend Time in giving 
vou the Relation of a War, which 
perhaps you are ſufficiently informed 
of, and concerns not the Secrets of 
my Life. It tendedito our Advan- 
tage; all (to the very Winds) hay- 
ing favour' d our Side. When the 
Genetals of the Army arrived at 
London, 1 was carried in Triumph 
to St. Paul's: Vet the Joy. I bad to | 
ſee the; Karl of E/ex, : was greater 

than, that for the ſignal Victory ob- 
tained. Amongſt an infinite Num- 
ber of Perſons of : ſeveral Ranks 
my Eyes were fixed only on him 
Aud much ado I had; ſometimes, 
out f Policy, to caſt a Look on 
the Earl of Leiceſer. Both of them 
man * had 


Pad done very great Actions: 7 


Particularly joy 


27 


ommended them publickly , and 
yed the Earl of Efſex 


the: Succeis of bis Valbur and 


4 N / who ſpoke ſo much in 
Praiſe of the Valeur and Conduct 
f the Earl of TLeicaſer, that he 


as forced, in Requital, to do him 
Right, in giving NN the 
logies he deſerved,” 

Not long after ibis pech hen, 
he Earl of Elen tell into a very 
deep Melancholy: I was the firſt 
hat petgeived it; and took it for 


an Effect at . ſectet Paſſion. T 


iſh'd now and then he would once 
ake the Boldneſs to declare him- 


elf, but, preſently e e upon 
et 


econd Thoughts, jet before my Eyes 


he Cohfuſioh would certainly 01. 


ow an Explication of that Nature, 
o the Ruin of my Reputation, and 
hat high Eſteem the World had for 
me; yot. (o ſpeak Truth) I could. 
ot retolye what to do or to wiſh: 


I was in Love, I deſired to be loved 
| again 


» ; p _—_ 
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again; and that was all I could make F, 
of-it. 5 
The Earl of Eſex in the mean 
Time continued ſad; I was troubled F 
to ſee him ſo; and fancying myſelt 3 
the Cauſe, I was defirous to kriow F* 
it; and reſolved to fetch it out of I: 
him, 7 8 ; 
He had full Liberty of Acceſs to 
me, and J enlarged it daily; but; 
not to expoſe my Reputation, in 
forcing him to declare himſelf, 1 
pretended an Inclination to favour 
the Earl of Leiceſter; who, ſince his 
late Victories, had entertained new, 
Hopes. | 
9 One Day as the Earl of Eſſex 
WW came. to thank me for the Govern- 
mant of Ireland I had beſtowed on | 
him, I was loth to loſe the Op- 
Wl. porters and interrupting what 
hhle would have ſaid in Acknowledg- 
WW ment, Wu need not enlarge yourſelf 
ud I, on 4 Thing I am fully aſſur d 
of. 1, take Pleaſure: in raiſing your 
Fortune, and wiſh I could- as eafily 
| remove 


1 23] 

ve. your Melancholy, as J am 
2 to give a neu Proof. f tbe 
ie 1 bave of your Service, You. 
V, in gour Turn, oblige me, added 


bled Ss who am fallen into a troubleſome 8 
Ll mjuntture, and find it very difficult 
i off reduce my. Aﬀections into a. (um- 


iance f the Neceſſity of the State; 

bes preſſes. me hard to provide. Eng- 
nd 4 King; this Choice is difficult, 
nd I have not a Mind to make it a- 


If 7 ang Foreigners: Nu are diſcreet, 
. n] baue "Reaſon to believe. not the 
© his % loving, of | my. Subjetts.. I will 


phe your Advice.;. ſpeak your Mind. 


new eely, what. Man in. En gland you 
ink beſt deſerves this TOE 5 
— look d upon him with that Kind- 


ſs as would have inſpired the moſt 


9 A; earful with Boldneſs: I obſerved- 
| {F his. Eyes extraordinary Emotions, 
rag d all the Symptoms of a Secret 


ady to break out. The Point ap- 
zared tender, and my Imagination 
attered me, all would be as 1 
F wiſh'd. | 


* 
—— 1 


wiſh'd. Tour Majeſty's Reſolution, 


ſaid J, what moves me to this Conf) 


me, ſaid 1? Ab, . anſwer! 
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anſwers he, will render a Man more 
gloricus by the Quality of your Hu- 
band, than of the greateſt Monarei 
on Barth.” Remember, ſaid J, 1 ex+! 
peek not a Panegyric, but Advice 
from you ; and that your Buſineſs al 

preſent is to nominate the Man J am 
to make a King; not to commend bi 
good Fortune in being jo. The Bufi 
neſs is fo nice, Madam, replies he, l 
dare not ſpeak my Mind, tho" pour 
Majeſty order it. Did you know, 


dence in you, you would, perhaps, ex . 
preſs your ſelf with a great deal mor 
Freedom: But becauſe, to bring yollfic 
to it, I muſt proceed further; tell mea 
whether you think the Earl of Lei 
ceſter deſerves to be your Prince 
The Earl of Leiceſter, anſwers he 
is well born, and a Perſon of grea 
Merit, and will anſwer the Hon 
our your Majeſty intends him 
Is that all you have to ſay t 


hi 


#.. # 

ze with a Sizh, which made me ex- 
| ect ſomething more pleaſing, I 
Ha. Pould have more to ſay to you for. my 
onarcielf than the Earl of Leiceſter, What 
Winders you? ſaid J, The Reſpect I 


lution, 
2 more 


Advice ſbave for your Majeſty: anſwered he; 
neſs ai am in Love, Madam, but it is not 'a 
J an 


bing fitten to make my Queen niy 

Confident. T bluſhed at thoſe Words, 
and was in a Mind not to proceed 
further. But 1 looked upon him, 
and there.needed no more to declare 
my Weakneſs: I have that Ejteem 
or you, added I, that J am not un- 
willing to be of your Council. Mell, 
Madam, ſince you will have it ſo, 
continues he, / muſt acquaint you, I 
am deſper ately i in Love with the Coun- 
teſs of Rutland; and that I cannot 
live i, your Moe 'y conſent. not that 

he ſhall make me bappy. E 

You may ealily gueſs what an A. 
ſtoniſument I was in at this Explica- 
tion, having upon ſo good Grounds 
expected to have heard myſelf 
0B 35-4. 


ing 70 
tell me 
f Lei 
rince! 
ers he. 
2 grea 
» Hon 
hin 
ſay t 
mſwer 

hi 


it were my only Helps to preſerve 


calm and unconcerned, when my 


ing the Paſſion I have for the Coun- 
te 


[26] 
named; it is well for me I had not 
altogether loſt the Haughtineſs of 
my Nature; the poor Remains of 


me from diſcovering more Weak- 
neſs to the Earl than he had dif-3 
covered Love for his Miſtreſs, His 
Tranſports helpt me to cover mine. 
He perceived not the Blow he had 
given me, and facrificing my Grie 
to my Glory, J affected to appear 


Soul was full of Trouble and Con- 
fuſion, You have made a very good 
Choice, ſaid I, and the Counteſs of 
Rutland will well deſerve the Kind- 
neſs you profeſs for her, Madam, re- 
= he, with Satisfaction in his 

ooks whichhighten'd myGrief,you 
y_ done more for me, in approv- 


$ of Rutland, than you could have 
done had you procured me the Em- 
ire of the Univerſe, It is your De- 
fire then, added I, with a Sigh, my 
Deſpare forced from me, that I ſhould 
| give 


[2] 


1d notYeive her to you? I defire any thing, 


els of Mays he, that may preſerve me from 
ins of Pying for Love of her. Go your way, 
reſerve Then, ſaid I, to be rid of him, and 
Veak- aſe myſelf of the intolerable Con- 


id diſ- 

His 
mine. 
he had 
Grie 


rain J was under, be aſſured T will 
oncern myſelf in your Amour. You 
ſhall know itin time. But take heed 
you give not the Earl of Leiceſter 
the leaſt Intimation of the Secret I 
appeaiſ have imparted to you. Not before I 
en my have Orders from your Majeſty, an- 
Con- ſwered he, to congratulate hig Hap- 
y goodiſ pineſs, and pay him the Devoirs of 
teſs of on affectionate Subject. ' 
Kind- Had you ſeen with what an Air 
im, re-Ihe pronounced theſe Words, you 
in his would have abhorr'd him for his 
ief, you Ingratitude. As for me, I was left 
pprov-Min ſo deſperate a Condition, it was 
Coun- long cer could recover my Reaſon 
d have out of the Entanglements of Love, 
e Em- Anger, and Jealouſy, 
ur De- 1 was partly the Author of my 
ch, my Misfortune, by calling to Court the 
ſhould} Counteſs of Rutland, after her Huſ- 
give B 2 band's 


: 28 
band's Death, without conſieringy 
ſhe was one of the handſomeſt La- 
dies on Earth, and but lixtcen 
Wears old. 1 had not obſerved any 
rticular Kindneſs the Earl of 2 
had for her: He viſited her as other 
Ladies of the Court. But their In- 
trigue was myſterious; and the marc 
ſecurely it was carried, the Engage. | 
ment was the ſtronger, and the Af. 
fection more tender. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the 
Trouble 1 was in, when Anger ſeiz- 
ed the Place Grict had poſſeſt in my 
Heart. Though the Earl of Eſſex had} 
been ignorant of his good Fortune, 
J could not forbear OY 
him for lighting it as he did, and 
forgot not to charge him with | 
Treachery and Jngratitude, But 
when I conſidered he was ſo far fron 
appfchending my Meaning,  thatf 
he was one directly to make lo] 
lemu Tender of his Love to ano- 
ther, and carry her the joytul News 
of his Succeſs with me; J reſolved 


4 


Al 


4 


% 1 


idering ( 29. ] 
it La-It leaſt to“ delay the Pleaſure of it 
ſixteen r a Time, and went out of my 
ed an loſct into my Chamber, to call 
f Eſen im back. J thought J heard tbe 
s other Far of Leicefter's Voice and his 
eir In- the Auti- Chamber, and going 
e marco the Door, found J was nat 
ngage- Iniſtaken. Leice/ter's Jealouſy had, 
he Af. In all Probability, made him watch 
ex as he entered my Chamber; 
(6 the ind when he ſaw him return with 
r ſeiz-atisfaction in his Looks: You are 
in my ethy, ſays he, in a Privilege, to 
ex had fntertain the Queen as long as you 
ortune ¶leaſe; when others, who as paſſion- 
ching e defire it, can's obtain that Hap=- 
d, and'"*/5 for a Moment, I amperſuaded, 
with eplies Eſſex, you better deſerve it; 
guad make no doubt but you will ind 
r from Pere Pleaſure in it. Tll leave you at 
| "thad tberty to goin Search of it; and you 
the to $9) do me a Favour not to ſtay me, 
o ang Peing called another Way, on a very 
New: ling Occaſon. He had no ſooner 
coleechaid fo, but he went his Way; and 
was ſo confounded with this new 
B 3 Sight, 
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{ 30 ] 
Sight, I ſcarce new where I ſtood, 
Having at laſt recovered my Rea» WF 
ſon, I had the Diſcretion to hide WM 
my Weakneſs, Preſently my An- 
er would have vented itſelf on 


the Counteſs of Rutland: But I Wt 


conſidered her only Crime was 
her Beauty; and that ſhe knew not | 
my Concern for her Servant, 

The Earl of Leiceſter —_ at | 
his Entrance perceived me in Diſ- | 
order, durſt not take Notice of it, | 
but after a ſhort Viſit withdrew, 
Alittle before, I had ſent to con- 
gratulate the King of Navarre, up- | 
on his coming to the Crown of | 
France; and having Intelligence 
he wanted Aid to ſecure his Go- | 
vernment, I reſolved to ſend him 
ſome under the Conduct of the Earl 
of Eſſex, in Hopes his Abſence might 
cure me. I would have perſuaded 
myſelf, the Cauſe of my removing 
him on that Occaſion, was my 
Deſire to forget him; but upon ſe- 
25 cond 


ſtood. 9 
Rea- 
hide 

An- 


fon 


ut I 


Was 


Y not 


ki 


of it, | 


p 
. 


con- 
up- 


n of | 


ence 


Go- | 


him 


Earl 
ught | 


aded 
ving 

my 
ſe- 
cond 
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ond Thoughts, I muſt confeſs, it 
as rather the Deſire of a 
im out of the Sight of a belove 
ival. 

Being reſolved on the Point, I 
Paſten'd the Excution, and having 
rdered the Earl of Efex to attend 


Me; You love Honour, ſaid I to 
im, and I cannot think you will pre- 
er the Pleaſure of ſighing before a 
iſtreſs, to the Me of ac- 
Auiring Glory: I have provided one 
or you ; and am reſolved you ſhall 
ommand the Troops I am ſending 
o the French King, To fortify 
herefore yourſelf againſt the Trou- 
ples of Abſence, you need only think 
df the Pleaſure of a Return, His An- 
wer was only Sighs, and that paſ- 
ionate Language made me haſten 

his Departure. | 
Soon after the Counteſs of Nut- 
and (whom I could not forbear 
uſing very coldly) defired leave to 
go into the Country a conſidera- 
ble Diſtance from London. I had 
| B4 . then, 


( 32 ] 
then ſo little Love for her, I did not 
deſire to have her near me, but readi- 
ly conſented ſhe ſhould retire, 1 
The Hopes ſhe had to ſee the Earl 

of Eſſix return, ſupported her ſo, i 
that ſhe, with much Moderation, 
faw him take his Leave: But Iam 
aſſured by Experience, the Grief for! 
his Departure equalled, at leaſt, the 
Hopes for his Return, E 
When he was arrived in France, 
Fame ſpoke aloud in Commenda- 
tion of him; his Abſence altered not 
my Affection; and in ſpite of all I} 
could do to the contrary, I had a 
ſenſible Pleaſure to hear him com- 
mended, | | 
Had I been deſired, I. ſhould have 
called him home as ſoon as France | 
was in Peace: But I ſent him new 
Orders to join Admiral Howard, 
who was going for Hain; and [| 
gave him the like Commiſſion for 
this Expedition, as for that of France 
He did Wongers in Spain, and his 
ſingle Valour frighted the Enemies. 
And 


pw x —— —— 


m_ [( 33 } 
; TY And having taken Cadiz, and pil- 
eg aged the Coaſt of Portugal, he put 
e Earl gain to Sea for England. The 
505 leet was ſcattered by a Storm, and 
mg e had the News the Earl of Eſſex 
as loſt. Then it was I knew better 
ef 2 han ever, the Kindneſs J had for 
Wim. 7 could no longer perſuade 
myſelf that his 7:difference for me 
deſerved mine for him. 

J accuſed the Sea a Thouſand 
Times, for having taken too unrea- 
| ſonable a Revenge of me, and was 
under Sufferings more cruel than 
Death, till News was brought me, 
that, by the Aſſiſtance of the Ad- 
miral of Holland, he was arrived at 
Plymouth, from whence, in a few 
Days, he came to Court. 

To thew you how little Reaſon 
we have, when we are in Love, 
and how fickle are the Reſolu- 
tions of a tender Heart, tho' pro- 
voked by Slights and Contempts : F 
had lamented the Death df the Earl 
of 1 ex, and received the News 
B 5 of 


[ 34 ] 
of his being alive with a Thouſand | % 


Tranſports of Joy. I was extremely 
pleaſed with the Report of his Ar- 
rival at London, But when I conſi- 
dered I ſhould ſee him full of Love 
for another, and that, perhaps, I 
ſhould not be able to conceal my 
Jealouſy, I was tempted to order 
him to give the Council an Account 
of his Conduct, and not admit him 
into my Preſence. I was ſometimes 
of the Opinion I ſhould be able to 
do ſo; but this weak Heart of mine, 
ſo prepoſſeſt in Favour of him, re- 
| volted againſt all my Reſolutions, 
1 | I muſt follow my Inclinations, and | 
| 


ſee the moſt dangerous Enemy of 
my. Repoſe, the Troubler of my 
Reſt. He came to Whitehall, IT 
admitted him to my preſence; I 
looked upon him, and in ſpite of all | 
my bigh Spirit, he ſaw nothing but 
Kindneſs in all my Actions. 
You may ſoon imagine what an 
agreeable Surprize it was to me, 
to find, at our firſt Conference, 


( 35] 
uſand ons from the Counteſs of Rut- 
emely End. He appeared no longer in 
5 Ar- Hat languiſhing Melancholy I ob- 
conli- rved him in before his. Depar- 
Love ure. He had Satisfaction in his 
PS, I Looks. The Air of his Actions 
al my rere ſmooth and calm. And 1 
order ancied as much Joy in his Face, 
count though the Counteſs of Rutland was 
him abſent, as I felt in myſelf, at the 
times Wxplication he made. I ſee you a- 
ble to gain returned with Victory, (ſaid I) 


mine, Put am ſorry it is not in my Power to 
„ ke reward your Toil with the Sight of 
tions. the Counteſs of Rutland. But if any 
and hing I can do, can comfort you.——I 


am eaſily comforted for her Abfence, 
hen I am permitted to fee your Ma- 
Peſty, anſwered he, I have no Paſſion 
nov but for the Glory of ſerving your 
WMajeſty ; and the Counteſs of Rut- @ 

land is now to me no more than o- 
cher Ladies of the Court. Are you 
t an ¶ no longer in Love with the Counteſs 


me, of Rutland? (replied I) between 
nce, 5 | Joy 


at Abſence had weaned his Aﬀec«- - 


36 
Joy and Diſtruſt. You have ſpoken 
it too faſt. When you ſee her again 
When I ſee her again, ſays he, inter- 
rupting me, it ſhall be without thoſe 
Tranſports 7 expreſi for her, not for- 
getting the Reſpect due to your Majeſty. 
What, anſwered I, are you not afraid 
of the Reproaches of a provok'd Mi tf- 
tre? No, Madam, ſaid he, in a free 
and unconcerned Manner, all an 
concerned for is to do my Duty, and 
approve my ſelf worthy of your Majeſ- 
ty's Favour. This, anſwered I, da- 
ſerves my Acknowoledzment ; and Tim 
ſhall let you fee J am not ungrateful, 
Thus did the Earl of Ex aſſure 
me he was cured of his firſt Paſ- 
ſion; and J was in Hopes it 
might be in my Power to ſec 
him one Day entertain another. ? 
A Week after, he deſired Leave 
to go into the Country, about] 
his private Affairs: He was ab- 
. ſent a Fortnight; and returned 
0 more 


ſpoken 


gain-- ver. 
inter- The Earl of Leiceſer had doubled 
it thoſe is Importunities in the Abſence of 
of for-Mhe Earl of Ffjex in France and 
Majeſty. ain; and obliged me at laſt, to 
ajraidWput him out of Hopes. He is natu- 
d My bold, and was ſo blown up 
1 a freeWwith the Opinion of the Glory he 
/ 1 aniWhad gain'd by ſome late Atchicv- 
„, andWments, that he procecded to telling 
Majeſ-Wne plainly, He was jealous of the 
I, de-MEarl of Efjex; and would have 
q Time made a Crime of the Diſcourſe, I 
teful. ¶ teld you of, paſt between them, as 
 aſſureſWE/ex left my Chamber. The An- 
ſt Paſ- ſwer I made him, was an abſolute 
pes it Command, He ſhould be ſilent; 
to ſee which was ſo far obeyed, that after 
br, ſome Days murmuring, he held his 
Leave Peace, Yet this put me in Mind to 
about obſerve ſome Meaſures, and not to 
as ab- follow openly my Inclinations. 
turned Things continued in this State, 
more till the Troubles in Ireland. I 


/ 


UT 


1ore calm and, unconcern'd, than 


had often opened my Mouth to 
| 2 let 


vantage he ha 


„„ 
let the Earl of Eex know the An- 


over me; bat 
Modeſty ſhut it again; yet ſeeing 


him under a Neceſſity for going for 
Ireland, when the Earl of Tyrone had 


raiſed a general Rebellion, I had not 
the Power to let him take his Jeave 
without acquainting him, That the 
Kingdom was at his Command, Up- 
on the firſt News of the Troubles, 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, beg- 


ing the Honour of my Command, 


to go and quiet thoſe Diſorders, ----- 
You have done enough, faid I, and 
there's no need you ſhould by expo- 
ſing yourſelf to new Dangers, oblige 


me to new Acknowledgments, I 


doubt not, Madam, anſwer'd he, but 
the Favour I beg of your Majeſty, 


bs will beenvy'd' me; but I take the 


Boldneſs to ſay, Vour Majeſty can't 
refuſ> it me without doing yourſelf 
Injury: It being an occaſion may con- 
tribute to my meriting the Favour 
you may already honour'd me with, 
The Ardour you expreſs for under- 


taking 


— — — 
ingen 


. — — 


An. [ 39 ] 
aking great Actions, ( replied 1) 
not. perhaps ſo plealing as you 


N — Wnagine; and all the good that may 
> hag F<dound to England thro your Va- 
1 not ur, is leſs confiderable than the 


Trouble it gives me, who takes leſs 


t the Wore of my Crown than your Life. 
Up- Wan ambitious: Yet-Ah ! my Lord, 
bles, Wave me rhe Confuſion ofa more par- 
8 icular Explication of what you 
and; dught, and might eaſily have long 


ince underſtood, I might perhaps 
reſume too far in my Wiſhes, ſays 
he Earl, in ſome Diſorder. Wiſh 


-. 
— ——— 


15 boldly, cry'd I, I love you; and if 
1 bluſh to tell you, fo, tis not that 
but I am. either aſhamed, or repent of 
ſty it. You may believe this Acknow-- 
5% ledgment a very hard Taſk. for a 


Perſon of my Humour, who have 
ſelf ſeen you Sigh for another, when I 
ſlighted Kings eur Sake, and 


On- 272 * 

our would have fac more to your 
ich. e Aa Madam! (cry- 
ler. he, like a Man aſtoniſhed) Have 


ing eu loved mne, and I been fo un- 
ny” "IE _ fortunate: 


he, if all the Affections of my Soul 
- can-meait your Love? And whether 


being happy, 


[ 40 ] 
fortunate to make myſelf unworthylſſſ | 
your Kindneſs by thoſe Sighs I now. 
diſavow ? Did my Eyes never tell 
you what I looked for in yours 
ſaid J. I never had the Boldnels, 
anſwered he, to make any ſuch 
Conſtructions of your Looks, Your 
Fear was the effect of Indifference,M# 
faid J, but no more of what is paſt. 
Tell me now, can ye love me ? 
Rather aſk me, Madam, anſwers 


the Earl of Leiceſter, whom you 
deſigned to make the happieſt Man 
on Earth, ſhall not carry the Day 
from me? The Earl of Leiceſler, 
ſaid J, was but a Pretence to make 
you ſpeak. T told you then truly 
the Thoughts J had of you; my 
Trouble for ycu was not ſmall, both 
in your Abſence and ſince your Re- 
turn; but all is forgotten. Be hence- 
forth as J wiſh, and doubt not. of 


He 


[ 41] 


vorthy He anſwered, me with ſome Diſ- 
I no der, which 7 fancied the Effect of 
er tellWncxpectted Joy, I thought it Time 
„ours be no longer ſcrupulous; and 


Idneſs, 
ſuch 


at it was in vain to have any Re- 
rve when 7 had ſaid ſo much. 1 


vour / not Het you go under any Uuctr- 
rence Minty, proceeded J, but to cenvinee 
s paſt, {Mou clearly of the Truth of what T 
me Nove ſaid, take this, ſaid J, delivers 


ng him a Ring, as the higheſt Mark 
f my Favour, keep it as a Pledge of 
ny Kinaneſs ; which 1 conjure you to 
preſerve in the State it is in, and on 


wers 
Soul 
1eiher 
1 you 


Man bat Condition, I promiſe you, never 
Day deny you any Thing you ſhall defire' 
ebe, ne, when you ſhew me this Ring, 
make o' it coft me my Life and Fortune, © 
truly His Joy and Acknowledgments 


at receiving the Ring, were, in Ap- 


m 

Tor pearancc, extraordinary and unpa- 
Re. Wellel'd: And attended with Pro- 
ce. Nniſes of as high a Nature. 


He went for Ireland in a few Days 
leaving me fully perſuaded his 
Thoughts 


ot of 


He 


would have given me, concerning 


[42] 
Thoughts were wholly taken up with Wer 
me. But he had ſcarce advanc'd up e. 
to the .Rebels, but he- was charged 
with all the Crimes which occaſion'd 
his Impriſonment, and that of the 
Earl of Southampton. Then it was 
I began to repent I had not given 
Ear to the wholſome Advice Cecil 


the ſecret Conduct of the Earl of 
Eſſex, | 

In a Word, while my Thoughts 
were wholly employed to make his 
Fortune glorious, he was plotting 
with the Earl of Tyrone, to ſur- 
pane and make me Priſoner in this 

alace. 

You know the reſt, Madam, his 
obſtinate Reſiſtance, his want of 
Reſpe& for my Orders, his impri- 
ſoning my Miniſters, his murder- 
ing my 'Soldiers, and his intolera- 
ble Pride in all his Misfortunes, 

Thusended the Queen's Diſcourſe, 
which having called freſh to her 
Mind all that had paſſed in 
her 


1 [43] 
> with er and Eſſex, (ſhe was more trou- 
c'd up ed than ever. 


arged W The Counteſs of Nottingham had 

ſion'd Neard her with Attention ſuitable 
f the Þ her Concern in the Diſcourſe, 

t was he, as well as the Queen, had been 
2 Love with the Earl, and advanced 

Cre. 


any Steps, but in vain, to raiſe a 
aſſion in him. And having newly 
nderſtood the Cauſe of his ſlighting 
er, it added infinitely to her former 


rning 
url of 


ughts elentments, | 

e his She had no. mind to condemn the 

—_ dueen's Weakneſs, knowing herſelf 
ur- 


ilty of the like; nor was ſhe in- 
in'd to ſpeak in Favour of a Man 
ho was grown ſo much the more 


this 


„ his diqus to her, as ſhe had formerly 
t of Naſſionately lov'd him. She thought 
wn. ſufficient to comfort. the Queen 
der- 


ith Diſcourſcs ſeeming to ariſe only 
om Zeal for her Service, when, 
Truth, her Thoughts were wholy 
ent for the Ruin of an ingrate- 
Lover, who in her Judgment, 

deſerved 


lera- 
urſe, 

her 
yeen 


her 


044] | 
deferved nothing but Hatred at her 


_ Hands, 


Though Love thought not fit the 
Earl of Efjex ſhoutd admire” the 
Counteſs of Nottingham; yet ano- 
ther was her Captive, whote Cha- 
racter did, in a manner, make her 
amends, it was Secreatary Cecil, who, 
amidſt his great Offices, and the 
Gravity that became them, diſcover'd 
in the Beauty, Ingenuity, and high 
Spirit of the Counteſs of Nottinge 
ham, ſome Charms, that made him 


_ ot a ſtrong Paſſion for her 
w 


ich was hightened by the Hatred 


both of them had profeſs'd againſt 


the Earl of Eſſex, Cecil having al- 
ways look'd on him as the invincible 
Obſtacle of his ambitious Pretenſions, 
and the Counteſs had againſt him all 
the Rage and Averſion that uſually 
ſucceed Kindneſs abuſed, 
They were glad of the Impriſon- 
ment of the Earl of Eſſex, but the 


favourable Inclinations the Queen 


expreſt for him, alarmed them, 


The 


| proach, bu condemn him, 


[ 45 ] 


The Connteſs had no ſooner taken 
leave of the Queen, but the gave 
Cecil an Accountot all the had learnt, 
Havingcontidered the Conſequrnces, 
they concluded it neceſſary, while 
their Princeſs hg11'd tecretly, for the 
Priſoner, Means hould be found by 
private Ways, and in artful Conduct, 
without their appearing to have any 
ſuch Deſign, to take aw: ay the 
Mercy which Love mie in pire 
into her. 

- Cecil, for the firſt Step, orefs'd the 


Queen to bring Eſſex to his Trial; 


and cauſed certain News of, bis 
Death to be ſpread throughout 0p: 
land. 

ex, in the mean Time, was bu«- 
ried with Thoughts of more Weight 
than thoſe of his Life, He knew 
well enough the Queen loved him, 
and knew as well he had deen 
herz and that (he might, with a 
great deal 91 luſtice, not only re- 


The 


| [46] 
The Queen had not ſeen him 
ſince his going into Jreland, but ha- 
ving not the Power to give him up 
to his ill Fortune without having 
-heard him, ſhe reſolved to go to his 
Houſe, where he was Priſoner, to 
reproach him as he deſerv'd and 
endeavour, if poſſible, io find him 
innocent, 28 
Tis not far from White-hallto E, 
ſex-Houſe; and the Queen took ſo 
good Order in the Matter, that no 
Notice was taken of the Undecency 
of the Viſit. Having been introdu- 
ced by her Confidents alone into 
the Camber of the Criminal. He 
was ſurprized at the Preſence of the 
Nueen ; the languiſhing Condition 
ſhe was in, made her Sigh. All went 
for him, and the Victory ſeemed 
_ eaſy, Hs ſaluted her with a pro- 
found Reſpe&; and then fixing on 
her Face thoſe Eyes of his, which 
fo often charmed her, he fetched 
ſome Tears from hers. Well, my 
Lord, ( ſays ſhe, drying them) you 


ſee 


[4] 
him] ſce what I do for you, notwithſtand- 
ha- ing all the Crimes I can reproach 
up you with, I am come with a Deſign 
ving to hear you, if you have any Thing 
> his to ſay to juſtify yourſelf, I have 
» to loved you too well, not to wiſh it 
and above all Things; and, would Hea- 
him | ven were pleaſed your Juſtification | 
might be purchas'd with any the 
moſt precious Thing in my Power. 
ko My greateſt Crime is, that I thought 
it nol myſelf too happy, Madam, replies 
ency the. Earl, fighing. Had you reſted 
odu- there, ſaid the Queen, I ſhould have 
into been too well ſatisfy'd to complain 
He of you, but to believe yourſelf hap- 

f the py, was it neceſſary you ſhould be- 
lition tray me? And muſt you needs have 
went 8 made uſe of violent Means, to make 
emed yourſelf Maſter of a Fortune I was 
pro- willing to ſhare with you? What 
18 ON Reaſon had you to ſeek Protection of 

vhich the Kings of Scotland and Spain? 

tched Did my Intereſts oblige you to Cor- 

I, my reſpondencies with Tyrone? And 

) you was it for the Safety of my Perſon, 


you 


— 


| 
| 
' 


48 
you deſign to make me your Slave and 


| bis? All you have done fince to my 


Subjects, egainſt my Orders; © Are 
thoje the Expreſſions of your Reſpect? 
Is it by Fury and Treaſon you ſhew 
your Zeal for me and the Public? Or 
is all we have ſeen and heard of you 
but Illufion and Fancy? Yes, Madam, 


replies che Earl, thoſe Accuſations of 


Treaſon and ill Defigns, have run me 
upon the deſperate Reſiſtance I made. 
You have been pleaſed to heap Favours 
upon me, and J, too proud of what 1 
fo little deſerved, flattered myſelf with 
the Expectation of a Thouſand Plea- 


' fures which you had not abſolutely 
forbid ma to habe for. 
the Envy and Fealouſy of others a- 


This let looſe 


gainſt my good Fortune, They abuſed 


' your Maje/ly with Mifinformations ; 
an had the Misfortune to be afſu- 
red, your M. yeſty hed ordered I Hou 
though my 2 
Ve 2 me to the con- 
5 confeſs, Madam, Iwas in a 
Rage, 


e 3 ed; « 
TON 'd | 
Tr 4 "Va 


and that 


1 
Rage, Id ſee my Enemies inſult over 
me; being abandon'd by your Majeſty, 
and on the Point of ſuffering perhaps, 
a ſhameful Death ; I thought it nei- 
ther for my Reputation, nor your Ma- 
Jjefty's Honour I ſhould die a Criminal. 
This put me upon having Recourſe to 
thoſe Succours and Aſſiſtance they re- 
proach me with, and the Reſolution 1 
took to go out of England, in Hopes to 
confound my Accuſers but I found all 
the Paſſages ſtopt, and I muſt acknow- 
ledge, in that deſperate Condition, I 
vented my Fury by taking Revenge on 
your Miniſters, They, Madam, and 
only they, were the Objects bf, the Re- 
bellion I am charged with. My Deſign 
was, that only they, wwho had fo induſ- 
trioufly labour d to make me appear 
guilty, ſhould do me Right in declaring 
my- Innocence, and permit me to lay it 
and my Life, at your Majeſty's Feet. 1 
never doubted but your Majeſty wonld 
have done me the Honour to hear me, 
by a clear Diſcovery of tbe 


Truth, I ſhould have certainly con- 
NN C 


founded 


[ 59 ] 
Founded the Envy of my. Enemies. But 
their Malice hath. bad. the Succeſs to 
Jee me 4 Priſoner, bated by my Sove- 
reign, deſpiſed by the World, and made 
a Sacrifice to their Rage; and now 
what remains but that ] receive the 
Sentence of my Death pronounced. 'by 
| them, and ſee Cobham, Cecil, Raleigh, 
and be Fellows, ſhare. the Favours 
you. honoured me with ? » Your are well 
aſſured Ibate you not, fays the Queen, 
interrupting him: But ſhould I believe 
vou? Net "ould J not believe you? 
Can I give you up to the ill Fate that 
threatens you ? I ſball never murmur 
againſt your Majeſty's Orders, replies 
the Earl, but ſubmit to them readily, 
whatever they be: But I confeſs it 
would make me mad, ſhould my Enemies 
have the Advantage to condemn me, 

| The Earl of Efex knew the weak 
Side of the Queen; and. cafily re- 
viv'd in her that Tenderneſs he had 
formerly ipſpired her with, No, ſay 
ſhe, ' having paus'd a while, you ſhall 


| not de. Make uſe * your Advantages, 
Triumph 
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Triumph over a Mart whoſei Inc liua- 
tions you very well know, Iwill be- 
lieve your Intenfions leſs criminal than 
they appear; but, my Lord, I conjure 
you, by that: Kindneſs, of which you 
have ſuch particular Experience, that 


you give me no Cauſe to repent of it; 


trouble not yourſelf for your Reputation 
and Honour, I will take Care to re- 
pair it, and before two Days be over, 
1 will reſtore. you. to the higheſt Place 
you ever had under me. 

Eſſex tranſported with Joy for the 
happy Succeſs of this Conference, 
affected the Queen fo much with 
ſubmiſſive Acknowledgments, that 
he reſtored her Spirits to a perfect 
Tranquility: At parting, ſhe. pro- 
miſed to call a Council on the Mor- 
row, and in a glorious: Manner to 
declare him innocent. 

As ſoon as it was Day, ſhe ſent ſor 
Cecil, and the Counteſs of Notting- 
bam waited on her. Haying told 
them in few Words, of a great Con- 
flict paſt between her Juſtice and her 
ou C 2 Mercy 


eng | 
Mercy, ſhe concluded for the latter, 
and ordered CeciF to ſummon the 
Council, that ſhe might declare to 
them the Deſign ſhe had to ſet Eſſex 

at Liberty, aſſuring him ſhe had in- 
vincible Reaſons for doing ſo, This 
was a mortal Blow to the ambitious 
Cecil, and the Counteſs of Notting- 
ham, They preſently looked on one 
another, as if they would have aſked 
each other's Advice what Courſe to be 
taken. Afterwards they ſpoke to the 
Queen in Hopes to divert her, but ſhe 
was inflexible, and Cecil was forced 
to call an extraordinary Call of 
Council. 

But while the Earl of Efex's 
Enemies thought his good Fortune 
on the Point of being reconciled to 
him, Chance laboured for them with 
unexpected Succeſs, 

As the Queen was going to Coun- 
cil, Word was brought her, the 
Counteſs of Rutland defired to wait 
on her, The Queen bluſh'd, remem- 
bring what had paſſed, and lobking 

e 
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on the Requeſt as unſeaſonable and 
unlucky, ſhe though to have put off 
the Counteſs to another Time; but 
conſidering ſhe uſed not to deny any 
Perſon Acceſs, and that the Counteſs 
of Rutland was a Lady of the beſt 
Quality, ſhe commanded ſhe ſhould 
be admitted, and the Counteſs im-- 
mediately entered, | 
Tho'herEyeslanguiſhed, herLooks 
were ſad, her Dreſs and her Gait very 
careleſs, yet her Beauty was conſpi- 
cuous * moving: She threw her- 
ſelf at the Queen's Feet, and with 
Extremity of Grief in her Looks, 
Madam, ſays ſhe, with a great deal 
of Pain, 1 come to implore your Ma- 
feſty's Goodneſs for the. unfortugate 
E. of Eſlex--For Eſſex, Madam, an- 
ſwer'd the Queen, . How came you 
concerned for him, ho.hath quited 
you with ſo. much Indifference, after 
; many Promiſe, of dien lieh 
Kingneſs? TI expected you were. 
rather come to join your. Reſentments. 
with mine, and defire me to take 
as C a full 


Tir) 


@ full Revenge for the Injury done to 
your Beauty. No, Madam, anſiber d 
the Counteſs, not the 7 ranſports of a 
forſaken Miſtreſs have brought me 
now into pour Majeſty's * Preſence, 
but the tender Aﬀetti on due from a 
virtuous Wife to a Huſband fhe loves; 
in begging or the Earl of Eſſex, 1 beg 
for mine. Tbis Confeſſion may, per- 
haps, add to our Guilt ; but there 1s 
no: dallying for thoſe wo are on the 
Brink o „Bee acknowledge, 
Miles thut after a . Croſſes, 


wo bad that tender Nin ef "one for 
the they, that we marritd privately, 
contrary to the R cc. due td your 


Majeſty. This, Madam, 7575 only, and 


his Fear of your Majeſty' 1 55 % Indig gna- 
ex 


tion, put the Barl of E nphn, ſeer- 


ing Refuge ous your Dominions: 
He thought 11 "fie 1 fbowld. go our 4 


'orn; But never iy; a\  Thoug 


of - conſp11 mg againſt your. 71%. 1 


However, this hath ffn d us, and 


, you Protect not an unfortunate 
INH whom voi bave fo much bo- 


O02 5K 7 45 A. " Houred, 


” 1 — 


resse een ere 


{FI 


Drops of 670k, to jou D 


a poor Life pit ure Mi ns are not | 


4 Revenge ſurtable to the Grandeur 


4 Deen, adoyel For many. e 


yo chrefly for your Cem 
The Queen was fo aſtoniſhed ab th the 


Diſbvurle; that akte *Countels, 55 90 


Eiberty to end Without Taterr tion 
But this was fd News to 9 85 
lady fol of the Pell hy ofa. plez- 
ang Recobelt gon. * Dab A Te IFN 
of Abger < overflowed: her Can 88777 
A Qus ven ds the. was, bigh Giri „ 
wa ty, and paſſionately In. Love; : 
to Herielf thus inevitably. be ah d, 
ard to find it out at a Time, w Fg 
Mind Oredullty had ſtifled all forme 
ente Vet the fcc heel 
5 deſſemble ber Or Grief 4 fixed 
WW ſevere” Look Yn” 2 7 Ge of 


Bf. The Life you þ of me, Jays 


Bis Fuds ef. \ Ab! Madam crie the 
, y Bind 3 15 h vp. you 


C4 give 


n not 4 in 0 Power, the Peers' are 


LP} - 

give bim up to thety Fury: Their 
Fealouſy. will do that which Fuſtice 
cannot. Why ſhould you trouble 
yourſelf if be be not guilty ? ſaid the 
Queen. Tho' I am well ſatisfy'd. of 
his Innocence, Madam, anſwers. the 
Counteſs, yet your cruel Miniſters are 
not diſpoſed to believe it, Let me then 
intreat you, Madam, if your Majeſty 
will grant me no more, yet be pleaſed 
to allow me the Privilege of being. put 
into the ſame Priſon with bim. I am 
4 criminal as he, and perhaps more. 
T wiſh, it was in my Power, ſays the 
Queen, to grant, your Dęfires, | bud 
common ht” forbids any Correſpon- 
dence to be allow'd between ſo.confiderr 
| «ble Perſons, in your, Circumſtantess 
You may, if you pleaſe, wait | his 
Fate and. your gun,” Ut a Chamer 
in this, Palace. Madam, replies 
the beautiful Counteſs, confider: the 
laſt Favour I beg of you is, that I may 
Be put into Irons: Can you. apprer 
bend we ſhall attempt any Thing a. 


gainſt you in ſo deplorable.an Eftate'r 


- 
— 


57 11 | 
This is the Eve of our gteabeſt: Diſ- 
aſtex,: That -barbarpus Juſtice, to 
whichyau abſolutelycommmit the Care 
of your Vengeance, will To- mor- 
row, perhaps, part us for ever, deny 
us not, at leaſt, the Comfort of mix - 
ing our laſt Tears. What can you 
fear from Grief without Power 
I fear being troubled with; it; and I. 
will be obeyed, anſwers the angry 
Queen, and goes away into her Cloſet 
while the Counteſs of Ee was 
carried to a Chamber, where ſſie Was 
left under Guard. 8 15 II11J1VG 18 7 
Never was, Fury; equal to (the 
Queen's; the Madneſs ſhe was in, to 
ſee herſelf thus deceiv'd, made her 
for ſome Time forget all her Tender- 
neſs. Her Thoughts were wholly 
bent on Revenge, and given up to 
the Severity of Juſtice a guilty Per- 
ſon, ſhe had ſo paſſionately loved. 
Death, ſays ſhe, ſhall be the Reward 
of his Ingratitude, and I will make 


his Puniſhment an Example to the 


Univerſe, 


C 5 With 


£ 


Wa 
With theſs Thoughts ſhe came to 
the Couimcill When the had dechted® 
herſelf, the Peers wart nameti fdr 
trying ie Earls of Bea and 
Soutbampron. Arm' das ſne Was w 
Reſolution to do it, ſhe trembled at 
the doing, and could not fotbeat 
mixing ſome amorous Sighs with the 
violent Expreſſions her Anger foreed 
from her. She withdrew under a ve- 
ry great Trouble, and admitted no 
Viſit for ſeveral Days 

Tis hard to expreſs What a plea- 
ſant Surprize it was to Cecil, to ſee 
the Queen angry, and decfareherſelf 
againſt Eſer, whom he though ſhe 
reſolved to pardon. He catred the 
News to the Counteſs of Nettinghary, 
who was as joyful at it, as 4 cruel 
Perſon could be on ſuch an Occaſion, 
Vet they could not think all ſure, 
while the Earl of Efſex was only 
Priſoner in his Houſe, from whence 
his Friends, if minded to do it, might 


— 


Anger, 


get him out. They concluded to 1 
take the Opportunity of the Queen's 


. rere 


£59] 
A ih her Order for pars 
Ange, t 15 O Hr 47 fri 
ch Ceci], under} Cloak bf 1 


her Majefty's Service, caſilx gap 
in ray vcd Thc Ee 

Efjex was 1 beloyed; 
Cecil, Sai iris otions 4 and 105 
mults if he ſhould be carried Theo 
the City, ordered him to be ſent 10 
the Toer by Water; weh was ac- 
cordingly done. 

The Earl of Eſex, bot able to 
gueſs at the Cauſe of a Succeſs ſg 
unſuitable to the  Pramiſes of the 
Queen, prepared himſelf for the 

that might happen; and in a 
is Days had Refolutions enough 
to bear his Misfortunes. The Queen 


Was as full of Trouble, as Cecil and 


the Counteſs of Nottingham were of 
Hopes, to ſee their common Enemy 
condemned in a few Days. 

The Counteſs of Eſſex having no 
Comfort but her Tears, nor Compa- 
ny but her Fears, endeavoured, from 


the Pity of her Guards, to have ſome 
In- 
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Tatelligence of her Husband's Condi. 
tion. She was told, his Judges, we 
appointed, and that he was in the 
Tower :. Worſe News ſhe could not 
have. The Queen was irreconcilably 
angry, nor could ſhe by Letter con- 
vey, with Saſety to her Huſband the 
dvice, ſhe. thought fit for him. A 
nference ſhe thought better, and 
Money being a Charm ſeldom reſiſt- 
ed, ſhe did, by ſome Preſents of Va- 
| lue, prevail with her Guards to ſerve 
her to her Mind. Having fully poſſeſt 
them, ſhe neither deſigned her own 
Liberty, nor her Huſband's ; all ſhe 
defired was a Minute's private. Diſ- 
courſe with him, which her Guards 
undertook, and 'brought happily a- 
bout. The Guards at the Tower, 
gained by their Companions, eaſily 
introduced the * Counteſs into her 
Huſband's Chamber. 


He knew nothing of the Paſſages 


he was in a few Days to appear 
before his Judges, Waere with 
a great 


at White-hall ; but when he was told 
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2, great. deal of Reſolution: and Con- 
ſtancy, the End of his Misfortune; 
comtoninghledſei with:heThoughts * 
of the Counteſs being retired into 
Scotland; but ſeeing her ſo near of 
Danger he thought her ſo remote; 
Ah, Madam : ſays he, with his Ryes 
full of Tenderneſs, what came you to 
look for in theſe fatal Places? And 
in whoſe Power was it to bring you 
hither ? — My Grief and my Guards 
have brought me hither, —— anſwers 
the Counteſs, What, Madam, cxies 
the Earl, are you the Queen's Priſo- 
ner? And does ſhe know we are 
married? Yes, replied the Coun- 
teſs mournfuily, and is ſo angry that 
we are paſt Hope: I was abſenting 
myſelf 0 
but the News of your Death ſtopt 
my Retreat, and it was not in m 
Power to betake myſelf into a Place 
of Safety, there to attend the Iſſue 
of your Troubles; if it were not in 
my Power to eaſe you of them, I 
thought it my Duty at leaſt to _ | 
...  _ 


m — 1 as you defired me, 1 
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with you in them. This made me 
preſent myſelf to the Queen, And 
omit nothing that might move Her 
Comphſſion; but ſhe proved altoge- 
ther.ynftexible. "Ah ! Madam, las 
the Karhinterrupting her. your I- 
patiehce: has ruin'd us: Had you not 
appeared I had been at Liberty. By 
a dexteraus Juſtiſication, I had re- 
| . gain'dher Confidence, and you ſhould 
have, in a few Days, loen me come in 
Search of you in Sdotland; but now 
there is no Hopes, the Queen will be 
revenged. What, faith the Counteſs, 
hath all I have done tended to your 
Ruin: Make uſe of your Advantages, 
Jconjure you, the Queen ſtill retains 
ſome Tenderneſs for you. You may 
eaſily revive it. Oh! be not a Sacri- 
ice to her Anger. Invent any Thing 
to Excuſe of our Marriage. Difown 


it if you pleaſe, I will conſent to any 


Thing rather than have you condem- 
ded — Let her baniſh me into 
any Part of the World; I will go 


molt willingly. And if itmay conduce 


to 
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to your Safety, make Uſe" of the 
Pledge the gave you. : 

Ab, Madam! replies the Ball ; 
can you give ſuch Advice to a. 3 

Abe bn khow, adores you ? Have 
you found, by any of wy Actions, 
that I love my Life more than I love 
you : No, I love my Life for on 
elſe, but to ſpend 1 it with you, and I 
will part with it with all my Heart, 
when I muft be deprived of that 
Pleaſure... My Fears were only 
for you, and can you believe I ſhall- 
have the leaſt Satisfaction in the 
Queen's Favour, when her Jealouſy 
ſhould make her baniſh you? Let 
it break out, let her ruin me, I will 
glory in my loving you, and telling 
it to her Face, I know the precious 
Gift ſhe beſtowed on me leaves me 
ſome Hopes, and I'll make Uſe of it, 
but I would do it with Safety, and 
it may prevail for more than my 
Life. I apprehend you, ſays the 
Counteſs, you would reſerve all for 
me, and negle& your own Safety, 
out 
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but, you cannot incur a Danger, 

wherein I have not a Share, and the 
Way to preſerve my Life j is to ſecure 
Yours. _ | 
This Diſpute had laſted. longer, 

but the Counteſs's Guards minding 
her it was Time to withdraw, ſhe 
diſpoſed herſelf ; to bid her Huſband 
farewell. Their Seperat;on. was 
moving, and accompanied with a- 
bundance of Tears,to-which a Mul- 
titude of tormenting , Inquietudes 
ſucceeded, and uſhered in a Day, 
that inſtead of diminiſhing, POW! 
ned their Sorrows. 
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The End of the Firf Part. 
7025 4 


1 


1 
Secret Hiſtory |} 


1 
's 


— 


Wl 


OF THE | 


Moſt Renowned. = 
Q. ELIZABETH 


AND TB 


E. of ESSEX 


L 


By a Perſon of Quality. 


— 


co LOG N E: 


Printed for The Man in the Moon; and 
Will &tÞ Wiſp, in the Ecliptic. 


* 
* 
— 8 — — — ————— — 


| | | = * gong FAY WW 4 


- 
7 7 4 
« 
= * — Jn 
. * * - . — 
FY 
. W | a . — 
. * 1 C hx” 
- 4 ; 4 : Sh Py 
% * - - 
\ » 5 ' : — Fo — 
. += 3 2 — 
= : 5 4 . >< — 
7 - : | — 
2 i tl, : +> 4 — wa 
4 : I Pf” » — 
1 4 * 
" F by ; 8 
. % A 
b © * L dC... * 
* 


r 


. THE 


Earl of ESSEX; 


O R, THE 


AMOURS 


0 F 
Queer ELIZABETH. 


The Second PART. 


— — 


T* HE 3 8 angry, 


gave no Order for compre- 

9 7 the Counteſs of Eſſex in her 
Huſband's Impeachment, The Mor- 
row after their Conference, the Peers 
met in Weſtminſter - Hall; he 
g 
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Earls of FEffex and Southampton 
were. brought before them by the 
Conſtable of the Tower, The Par- 
ticulars of the Trial are ſet forth at 
large in the Hiſtories of that Time. 
It ſhall ſuffice to inſert here, that 
the Priſoners being charged to have 
held criminal Correſpondences with 
the Kings of Scotland and Spain, and 
entered into ſecret Alliances with 
Tyrone, and traiterouſly laid and car- 
ried on a Plot againſt the Queen's 
Authority, made a very ſtout and 
reſolute Defence. 
As politick as Cecil was, , he could 
not hide the Malignity of his Inten- 
tions, but it was obſerved, he was 
not only. a ſevere Judge, but a dan- 
gerous Enemy. The Heat and 
Animoſity he diſcovered againſt the 
Earl of Effex, were anſwered by him 
with a {light Reſolution, and un- 
daunted Conſtancy. Yet, for all he 
could ſay in Iuſtification of himfelf, 
he was condemned with the For- 
malities uſual on ſuch Occaſions, 
| Sentence 


ms 4 pa ay 5 = 0 hy 
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Sentence was pronounced by tlie Lord 
High Steward, That the Earls of 
Eser and Southampton were guilty 
ot High Treaſon, and ſhould be be- 

headed. The Earl of Eſſex was not 
moved in the leaſt, to hear himſelf 
named, but appe ed heartily ſorry 
to find the Earl of Southampton un- 
der like Condemnation, and conjur'd 
the Judges to examine with loſs 
Severity the Conduct of a Perſon, 
whoſe only Crime was, the Love 


he had for him. But not being able 


to prevail, he melted into Expreſſions 
of the [greateſt Tenderneſs in the 
World, for his Friend. | 

The Queen being informed of the 
Condition of Things, gave private 
Orders to delay Execution. She was 
of a high Spirit, and highly provok- 
ed, yet found it very difficult to 
raiſe her Anger to a Pitch equal to 
her Tenderneſs. 2 

Cecil trembled to find the Execu- 
tion of a Sentence deferred, which 
he had with ſo much Pleaſue . d 

pronounced, 
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4 pronounced. The Counteſs of Not- 


tingham was equally alarm d. | 
The Proofs were but ſlight againſt 
the E. of Southampton,and theQueen, 
ſenſible his long Friendſhip with the 
Earl of Eſſex had chiefly engag'd 


him in the Matters in Charge, par- 


don'd his Life at the Requeſt of his 
Friends, 15 
News was bronght of it to the 
Earl of Eſſex, whoſe truly brave and 
generous Soul immediately broke 
forth into ſincere Proteſtations. He 


ſhould die now- with Sati faction and 


Content, ſince the Queen has owned, by 
her Pardon, the Innocence of South- 
ampton. 


While the Earl of Eſex expected 


with a reſolute Conſtancy, the Ca- 


taſtrophe of his Tragedy, the Coun- 


teſs, his Wiſe, was informed at 


White- Hall, he was executed. Till 


then ſhe believed it uncertain : But 
this News {u-priz'd her fo terribly, 
the filled the vhole Court with her 


Lamen- 
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Lamentations. The Queen heard 
them, but was not concern'd, as the 
reſt were for them. Let ber cry, 
ſays ſhe to the Counteſs of Not- 
tingham, ſhe muſt ſhed- many more, to 
wwhipe out the Score of thoſe Tears ſhe 
bath coſt me. 

The Counteſs of Nottingham was 
ſo far from endeavouring to pacify 
the Queen, that al! her Care was 
to keep up her Anger. And be- 
cauſe ſhe was ignorant of many 
Things, ſhe thought herſelf concern'd 


to know, ſhe took Advantage of 


the Trouble the Counteſs of Eſſex 
was in, and made her frequent Vi- 
ſits; not to bemoan her Afflictions, 
but to find out ſomething to ren- 
der her more miſerable. It muſt 
needs have been an unparallell'd Cru- 
elty not to pity the handſomeſt La- 
dy on Earth, appearing to our Eyes 
in a Condition more deplorable 
than can be expreſs d. She fell eve- 
ry Minute, for very Weakneſs, into 

D tze 
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the Arms of the Women above her; | E 
and recover'd herſelf only to lament || re 
the more pitifully, which affected | w 
all but the Counteſs of Nattingham, || th 
who faw all this with an Unconcern- I of 
edneſs ſuitable to the Hardneſs of her || % 
Heart. Ab! Madam, ſays the Coun. | ® 
teſs of Eſſer. as foon as ſhe ſaw her, || 77 
Will you not uſe your Intereſt with the | C 
Queen, in favour of the Earl of Eſſex? fa 
You know wy Lord of Southampton || ©* 
hath: his Pardon, replies ſhe, and the | 46 
FF "Queen, perhaps .will-do as much for in 
Fur Huſband, Madam, ' ſays the I * 
Counteſs of Eſex, It is not the Crimes || di 
charg'd on my Huſband, jointly with c 
the Earl of Southampton, nor thoſe th 
common to both, which makes the do 
\Quren inexorable. Nou will underſtand || 9 
me, ohen I tell you, that there are ¶ /*: 
certainly ſome others ſhe far more deep- 9 
ty reſents; and fhe bates the Earl of Tic 
Eſſex rather the leſs for the Attempts |. fa) 
attributed to his Ambition, than bis | T 
Ge | Engagements 


wail 


"1 
Engagements with me. But, Madam, 
lies the Counteſs of Noftin ham, 
willing to find out the Myllery of 
their Love, ſhe was as yet ipnorant 
of,. If you thought the Queen would 
oppoſe it, or be unſatiified with it, 
why did you not quit a Buſineſs wWherte 
in you were to expect nothing but 
Crofſes? If your were ever in Love, 
ſays the Counteſs of Eſſex, you know 
very well we have not always our Wits 
about us, ken we are deeply engaged 
in Affection. However, Madam, 
when I married my Lord of Eſſex, I 
did not know the Queen was fo muth 
concern'd for him. Perhaps,' anſwers 
the Counteſs of Nottingham, 1 might 


do you ſame Service were I thoroughly 


acquainted with the particular Paſ- 


ſages betꝛveen my Lord of Eſſex and 
you, 1 am not in a very fit Diſpofi- 


tion to diſcourſe with you Madam, 


| fays the Counteſs of Eſex; but if 


J could, by any Confidence, 
with v 
in our | Behalf, 


Pre- 
to do ſomething 


J would give yon 
2 an 
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an Account of all you deſire. I- will 
not promiſe you I ſhall certain ly pre- 
vail with the Queen—But, Madam, 
(adds the cunning Counteſs of Nor- 
ting bam) I will uſe my Intereſt, and 
N effect more than we have 
ſon to hope for.----Have a good 
Heart, 3 hk do not deſpair; the 
Queen is good, and I will zealouſly 
ſerve you when I am inſtructed 
what Courſe to take, 

The Counteſs of E Bf yielding 
to the Perſuaſions of her bittereſt 
Enemy, dry'd up her Tears ; and 
after a ſhort Pauſe, ſpoke to this 
Purpoſe. 


M Y Mother died very young 
leaving no Child but me. My 


Father's Offices obliging him to a 
conſtant Attendance at Court, he 
committed the Care of my Infancy 
to a Siſter of his that was ſettled 
about an hundred Miles from Lon- 
don. He could not at that Diſtance 
ſee me ſo often as he 9 
| that 


e 
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that when I came to 14 Years of 
Age, he thought by diſpoſing me in 


Marriage, to bring me nearer to him. 


The Ear] of Rutland had but one 


Son, and the intimate Friendſhip ' 


between iny Father and him induc'd 
them io think of a ſtricter Alliance. 
Our Fortunes were equal; and the 


Earl of Rutland's Son being return d 


out of Italy, his Father acquainted 
him with his Deſign of marrying 
him. His Affections was no Way 
engag'd to the contrary; and the 
Buſineſs was agreed on without my 
Knowledge, who was look'd upon 
as too young to be conſulted with in 
a Cauſe of that Nature. Yet, Ma- 
dam, my Heart was ſenſible ſo early 
and capable of diſcerning beteewn 
Perſon and-Perſon ; and made it ap- 
pear by Experience, Obedience and 
Affection do not always agree, 

The Equipage of the young 
Gentleman was no ſooner ready, 
81 l but 
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bat he came where J was. Being 
not in Love, nor expecting much 
Pleaſure in waiting ona Miſtreſs he 
had never ſcen, and was repreſent- 
ed to him as a Child, he. prayed 
three of his Friends to honour hig 
Nuptials with their Preſence, The 
Earl of Een was. one of them, 
When they arrived, my Looks 
were divided between ſeveral Men, 
all much of an Age, and alike un- 
known to me, I knew well enough 
the Earl of Rut/and's Son was de- 
ſign'd my Huſband; and I preſent- 
ly wiſh'd he was the Man whom 
I afterwards knew to be the Earl 
of Eſſex ; at the firſt Sight of whom 
all my Trouble for being married fo 
oung was preſently over, He was 
the firſt that ſpoke to me, and looked 
on me more earneſtly than any of 
the others. This made'me believe it 
Was as I wiſh'd. But I was fadly 
undeceiv'd, when the young Earl 
of Rutland was preſented to me. 
T bluſh'd and figh'd, not — 
— \ t e 
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the Cauſe, The Earl of Bfex did 
alfo the like; his Eyes went ſtill” in 
Search of me, and I was not reſerv'd 
enough to avoid em. The Trouble 
I appea:'d in was attributed to the 
Innocence of my Age, and 1 quick- 


ly learnt to take Care to hide 


It. 


— 


Our Parents being, urrived, we 
were martied, without being aſk'd 
by them. if we were willing. The 
Earl of Rutland's Son appeared 
leaſed with his Fortune, and per- 
þ found me more amiable than 
he expected. I, Madam, was ſo in 
Love with the Earl of Eſſex, all 1 
could do, was not to hate my Huſ- 
band.; yet I had the good Luck that 


my Kindneſs for my Lord of Ee 


was not ſo much as ſuſpected. 

Tas believ'd I was then ſen- 
Gble of no other Pleaſures, but what 
Children delight in; but no Age 
is a Stranger to Love. I quickly 
knew what it was to have a' Kind- 


neſs; and ſoon complained the Li- 


D 4 . berty 
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berty of my Inclination , had been 
uſurp'd upon me. I had little Joy 
in being ſo far Miſtreſs of myſelf as 
to with I could love my. Hoſband, 
and endeavour it, and to have an In- 
difference for the Earl of Eſſex; for 
all my Efforts to tnat Purpoſe wete 
. vain, 

The firſt Reſolution I took, was 
to avoid the Sight of a Man, who 
could only contribute to make me 


more unhappy. And when he had 


taken his Leave, with the reſt of my 
Lord of Rutland's Friends, I pray'd 
my Father to ſpare my Youth for 
ſome Time, and not to expoſe me ſo 
carly tothe Court, where I never had 
been: My Deſire was granted, and 
when my Father return'd for London 
to ſatisfy me, they took me to Rut- 
land. [7 
But the Courſe I took, produc'd 
not the Effect I propos'd. The Idea 
of the Earl of Eſſex accompanied 
me in my Solitude. And my Fathers 
in-Law being dead, we were forc'd 


* 
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to.go to London, after a Year's Stay 
in the Country, 

I trembled to think I ſhould ſee 
the Earl of Eſſex again, and reſolved 
with myſelf I would be the moſt 
retir'd Perſon on Earth, to avoid all 
Occaſions of meeting him, when 
News was brought me, he was gone 
with the Earl of Leiceſter into the 
Low-Countries, The Queen receiy'd 
me with that Kindnels ſnhe uſually 
expreſſes to thoſe ſhe intends to 
honour, I admir'd her Merit, and 
the Pleaſure to ſee myſelf reſpected 
by her, ſuſpended a while my ſecret 
Inquietudes. 

But within leſs than half a Vear 
my Father died, ſoon after my Huſ- 
band: I was much afflicted at theſe 
Loſſes: I bewailed my Father's 
Death a long Time: And if I had 
not for my Huſband that gieat 
Kindneſs, which is very ſeldom 
met with in Marriages of Obedi- 
ence, my Reaſon, and his Com- 
plaiſance, had forc'd me to eſteem 


Dis hun 
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him, and to expreſs Acknowledge- 
ments {ſincere enough, to fave me 
the Trouble of any ny uſt Reproach 
from myſelf, or any ot 

The Queen having told. me, ſhe 
deſir d to have me near her, I quit- 
ted my Houſe for an Apartment in 
this Palace; and my Fortune, which 
was very conſiderable, gave me 
ſuch Charms, as drew about me a 
Nomber of Suitors, who pretended 
a mighty Kindneſs for me ; bat were 
really rather a Trouble than Pleaſure 
to me. 

Ip this Condition was 1 ben 
the Earl of Efex return'd to London. 
The Queen's Army had been vic- 
torious, and the order'd a publick 
Thankigiven when the Generals ar- 
riv'd. I waited on her to St. Paul's, 
and had not the Power, by any Con- 


ſide ration, to be ſo reſerv'd, as not to 
fingle out from all the Nobility i in 


the Kingdom, the Earl of 2 a- 
lone, to fix my Eyes on. 


The 
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The Mortew he was one of the 
Girl to wait en the Queen. I Was 
with her before ; and was moy'd* at 
the Sight of him, We look'd om one 
another ſeveral Times with equal 
Concern. Madam, cry'd he, as ſoon 
as he could ſpeak to me, 5 Bade not 
had a Moment's Liberty to ' fgnify to 
you, how great a Share Ibear in Jon: 
Loſſes. I belive, anſwer'd I, you are: 
forry for my Ai gor tune. "Tis fur! 


for every one to be concern d for ach a 


Perſon as yon are, adds he; but, 
Madam, I am muth. more bene 
Phan any other. 

The Queen nere us, bur! in 
all the Reſpects the Earl * £Effex 
paid her, I could not but obfetyehis 
Eye was towards me. I confels I was 
glad to fee him ſo eager, and perhaps, 
I anſwer'd him a little too ſoon; but 
J was young, tender, and indepen- 
dent. His Merits were then extra- 
1 and he had the N 

of my firſt Inclination. 
He came the fame Day to fee me 


ATE » 


1 


[84] 


in my Apartment, and fail'd not 
to do it conſtantly afterwards. All 
his Actions perſuaded me at length 
that he lov'd me; and it was not 
long e'er he let me know it. 
Madam, ſaid he, one Evening, hav- 
ing brought me to my Chamber, af- 
ter I had left the Queen, do you re- 
member the Time I accompany'd 
the Earl of Rutland to your Country- 
Houſe ? I have not forgot, Sir, an- 
ſwer'd I that you. were one of em 
that did him that Honour. Is that all 
you remember of it? adds he: Did 
you obſerve nothing in my Eyes 
worthy your Notice? And was it 
; poſſible you ſhould inſpire into me ſo 
much Love, withoutfeeling thePow- 
er of it yourſelf? The Frindſhip I 
had for the Earl of Rutland and the 
Progreſs he had made, prevented my 
ſpeaking of it ; yet Time and Abſence 
have but increas'd my Paſſion and I 
proteſt ſincerely, from the firſt Mo- 
ment I ſaw you, my Heart was never 
affected with any but yourſelf, 


A | 
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A. Diſcourſe of this Nature may 
perhaps be .thought unſuitable to 


the Condition I was then in; who 
- mourned for a Father and a Huſ- 


band ; yet I had not the Power to be 
offended with it: The Earl of Efſex 
aſſur'd me, I hadgain'd his Affection: 
] was willing to gain his, and car'd 
for no more. 

You will give me leave, Madam, 
to paſs ever my Anſwers and tell 
you only the Earl of Efſex was 
very well ſatisfied with them, that 
we then ſettled the Correſpondence 
we have ſo long maintained ; and 
that we found Occaſions and Op- 


portunities to poliſh and perfect 
it. Nr 


Thus far you ſee me ignorant of 
the Queen's Inclinatjons: I, as well 
as others, attributed the Favour we 
law the Earl of Eſſex was in, to his 
Services, and his Dexterity in ſet- 
ting them out to Advantage. But in 
Time I perceived my Miſtake ; and 
as reſerved as the Queen was, found- 
out 
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out the Miſtery, and tremble at the 
Diſcovery. 

The Earl of Eſſex had an elevated 
Soul, and capable of Greatnefs, Am- 
bition might rob me of him, and I 
was willing to fortify myſclf againſt 
all-Misforzunes, and to reſerve only 
an Eſteem for him. But what Hopes 
of doing that now, which all my 
Reaſon, and two Years” Mar riage 
had not effected ? 

At laſt Jealouſy ſuceeded my 
Fears; and 1 began to believe the 
Reſpe& the Bart. of Efex had for 
the Queen, might proceed from a 
ſecret Affection. I fretted at this. 
and grieved at the Heart. The Ear] 
perceived it, and ſoliciated me long 
to tell him the Cauſe, I refuſed as 
long as I was able. I am Jealous, 
ſaid I to bim at laſt, with a little 
Heat, and afraid 1 ſhould loſe your 
Affection. Tis not Uuhappineſs, 
ſaid he, to ſee you love me ſo, as to 
doubt of me: But there is no Cauſe 


toqueſtion my Faichfulneſs, whonever 
lov'd 
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lov'd any but you. The Queen loves 
you, cry'd I, and her Kindneſs for 
you, with the Advantage of her Gran- 
deur, may be dangerous Temptations 
to your Perſeverance. The Queen 
love me, Madam! replies he: How 
do you interpret Her accuſtomed and 
ordinary Bounty, which bath perhaps 
too generouſly recompenced my Set- 
vices beyond their Merits? She is too 
haughty, and too great a Mi ſtrets of 
herſelf, to fall into ſuch a Weakneſs 
You know what illuſtrious Alliances 
ſhe hath lighted ; and are to believe 
ſhe's above the Reach of Love. There 
is not a Monarch upon the Earth, 
but I would prefer you before him, 
cry'd I, and meaſuring the Queen's 
Affection by 8 Jam eaſily per- 
ſuaded ſhe may do ſo too, her Eye is 
always upon you, maugre all her Pre- 
cautions, and is never elſe ſatisfied; 
and I have obſerv'd ſome Sighs from 
her, which a Heart concern'd as mine 
cannot hear without Trouble, I did 
not till now know how happy I was, 
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ſays the Earl of E/ex, but your Jea- 
louſy makes me ſenſible of it. Vet, 
Madam, give me Leave to aſſure you, 
you have no Cauſe of it. Were the 


Queen weak, as you imagine; did 


ſhe offer me her Crown and her 
Kindneſs, I would, by my Refuſal, 
let you ſee, though I have Ambition, 
my Love for you infinitely exceeds 
it, To fatisfy you of your Miſtake, 
allow me to procure her Conſent to 
our Marriages, You have mourned 
- ſufficiently to avoid all Imputations 
of Indecency. It is in your Power to 
make me the happieſt of Men, and 
to clear the Doubts you have of my 
Faithfulneſs. 

I was far from oppoling the Pro- 

ofal he made, and J was not fully 


convinc'd the Quetn was in Love 


with him; yet, I thought if the 
was, he k new it not. 

To let you ſee, adds he, I will not 
conceal from you any Kindneſs the 
Queen hathexpreſſed forme, I declare 
I facrifice to you one of the handſo- 


moſt Ladies of the Court, who hath 


no 
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a thouſaud Ways invited my Love. 
I preſs'd him to let me know her 
Name, but he conjured me to be 
ſatisfied with what he had ſaid, and 
not to force him to any further In- 
diſcretion, I gave over prefling him, 


“% The Counteſs of Nottingham 
e bluſh'd at this Part of the Diſ- 
** courſe, having Reaſon to believe 
e herſelf the Perſon intended. She 
e hated him the more for it; but 
% had the Command of herſelf, not 
eto interrupt the Counteſs of Eſſex, 
“ who proceeded in her Story.” ] 


This Freedom of the Earl put 
an End to my Suſpicions. I left him 
to take his Time for ſpeaking to the 
Queen: When he went to thank 
her for the Government of Ireland, 
beſtowed on him, he returned to 
me with Tranſports of Joy, to tell me 
the Queen had not only conſented 
to his Deſires, but intended to make 
the Earl of Leiceſter King of Eng- 


land. 
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land. This quieted my Spirit, and 
made me acknowledge, 1 had no 
Cauſe to be jealous, 

We ſpent ſome: Days with a great 
deal of Pleaſure, but were crucily 
interrupted by the O:der of the Earl 
of Eſſex received to go into France, 
to command the Forces the en 

ent in Aid of that King. L. had 
not Time to expreſs my Grief to 
him, or to be a Witneſs of his; We 
parted in Haſte; and then it was I 
repented I had believed him; and 


convinced me of the Truth of my 
former Suſpicion; and that her ſend- 
ing away the, Earl of Efe was 
but to remove him from me. 

I left the Court as ſoon as Lcould 
with Decency aſk;the Queen Leave, 
to.. retire to a Houſe, of my Fa- 
ther's about fifty Miles from Lon- 


was alarm'd at the News of the 
Yo, of . J TD, in his Re- 
4 turn 


the Queen's Coldneſs towards me 


Aan — I will not tell you how I 
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turn from Spain, nor how we writ 
to one another in his Abſence, T1 


was ready to die for Grief, when 


he arrived at my Houſe more re- 
ſpectful, and more amorous than 
he had ever appeared. mY 

. He would have put me out of my 
Opinion concerning the Queen, but I 
ieverely maintained it true; and, 
when 1 had convinced him of it, he 
offer'd to leave England, if I would 
name a Place Where we might live 
quietly, I had then Affection enough 
to incline me to conſent to this Pro- 
poſal; but conſidering it unjuſt in 
me to ſpoil the Progreſs of his 
good Fortune, and to put a Pet iod 
to his Hopes, by an unexcuſable 
Retreat, I told him it was impoſ- 
ſible: And wſhering with a Sigh 
the Advice I. was going to give 


him, Forget me, Sir, ſaid I, fot 

I fee your Fate will force you to 

it; the Queen will ſtill croſs us, 

and never want Pretence to ſe. 

Tis better * 
| 0 


parate us: 
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off an Engagement that ſuits not 
with your Affairs. Nothing in the 
World can be a greater Misfortune 
to me, but I will ſubmit to it, if it 
be for your Good. You ſuſpect me 
of Indifference, faid he, interrupting 
me, and you have the Cruelty to 
adviſe me to it. Did you love me 
more, you would know me better: 
And, were I capable of doing an un- 
juſt Thing, I believe you would ex- 
hort me to forget you, for no other 
Cauſe, but that you might think of 
me no more. But, Madam, -to ſhor- 
ten our Diſcourſe, and our Doubts, 


which almoſt makes me mad, believe 


it, I love you above all Things in the 
World, there is a ſure and eaſy Way 
to ſatisfy you of it: Your are not wil- 
ling to go with me out of England, 
and yet you are ſtill afraid of the 
Queen. Let us marry privately, and 
conceal it till we ſee a more favourable 
Time; this will fruſtrate the Queen's 
Deſign to our Prejudice, you will 


— 
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no longer doubt of my Affection, 
and if the Buſineſs be diſcover'd, 


tis but flying out of the Reach of 


the Reſentments we fear. 


I was ſtrangely mov'd at this Diſ- 
courſe, every Thing then oblig'd me 
to believe him. Yet conſidering it 
would reflect upon my Reputation 
to be privately married, I was afraid 
to conſent. The Earl complained 
of me; I cried: Love was our Ar- 
bitrator, and decided the Contra- 
verſy in his Favour. After long Re- 
ſiſtance, I agreed to a private Mar» 
riage, on Condition the Earl would 
go for London on the Morrow, and 
appear diſengag'd to the Queen from 
all the Kindneſs he had for me. We 
agreed to be married at the Earl of 
Southampton's, his particular Friend, 
where I was to faay, while he went 
for London. Thus we parted, He 
took Londen Road, I went for South- 
ampton, attended by Tracy, and a 
Domeſtick of the Earl of Eſſer s, 


in 
| 


Coy - 
in whom he repos'd an entire Con- 
fidence. 

As the Earl was on the Road, he 
had Leiſure to conſider what Mea- 
ſures to take, My Lord Southampton 
came to receive me at his Houle; 
here the Earl of Eſſex arriv'd ſoon 
after he had obtain'd Leave from the 
Queen to abſent W for a few 
Days. 
| We are now come to the Inſtant 
that uſher'd in our Croſſes. We were 
married in the Preſence of my Lord 
Southampton, Tracy, and ſome Wo- 
men of mine, and a Kinſman of the 
Earl of Efex. He gave me an Ac- 
count how - the Queen had receiv'd 
him, and began to confeſs, he be- 
liev d ſhe lov'd him, 

He ſtaid but fix Days at South- 
ampton, in which Time we agreed 
what Courle to take. 

I was too far from London to ſee 


the Earl often, without diſcovers 


ing our Correſpondence: - And no- 
thing ſeem' d more proper to con- 
i - ceal 


1 
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- | ceal it, than a Houſe he had within 
a few Mites of London, on the Thames- 
e Side. it ſtood alone, and was ſtrong 
enough to prevent a Surprize. Hav- 
ning ſettled my Affairs, I was, con- 
-3 | ducted thither by Lord Southampton 
n and Tracy, while the Earl of Een + 
de returned for London, 
W Nothing could be more pleaſant 
than the Solitude I was in, My 
ot Lord of Eſſex came to ſee me every 
re Day: And I ſpent there two Years 
rd without a Moment's Trouble. At 
b- I laſt, an Accident happen d that miſer= * 
he ably perplex'd us. 
C- The Earl of Eſſex had Abundance 
d of Enemies who maligned him; and 
& for all his Caution, they obſerved 
his extraordinary Affiduity for the 
Houſe I was in. They told the Queen 
ed of it. She was diſturb'd at it, more, 
| perhaps, for the Sufpicion ſhe had of 
ſee Ede rivate Gallantry of his there, 
r- than for thoſe Matters they would 
0 have: poſſeſt her with. 


I gave 


. 
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I gave her no Trouble : The Earl's 
Diſengagement, with my pretended 
Journey into France, had ſecur'd her 
as to me. Yet the was reſolv'd to go 
to ſee whether the Earl frequented 
the Houle only for the Pleaſure of 
Piace, or ſome hidden Cauſe. 

One Day, as the Earl was with 
her, ſhe gave Orders her ordinary 
Retinue ſhould be ready to wait on 
her. I have long had a Mind to ſee 
your Country- houſe, ſays ſhe to the 
Earl, I have had a very - pleaſant 
Deſcription of it; The Weather is 
fair, and I believe a Walk fo far 
may do me Good, 

You may imagine the Fears this 
put the Earl in: He durſt not open- 

y oppoſe her Deſign, but endeavour- 

ed to divert it, by faying, His 
Houſe deſerved not the Pains ſhe 
would take in going ſo far. 

When he ſaw her reſolv'd upon 
it, he begg'd Leave to go before, to 
put Things in order for her Recep- 

| tion 
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tion, No, ſays ſhe, you ſhall be my 
Guide : There's no need for Prepara- 
tion. . 

The Earl at theſe Words trembled 
for me. He wasdepriv'd of all Means 
of Precaution, and the Concern he 
appeared in, made the Queen more 
Curious, Bae 
Imagine what a Trouble he was in 
by. the Way, and how often he wiſht 
ſomething might hinder their, Arri- 
val. But Fortune favour'd the ie ma 
Deſigns ſo far that they came ſafe to 
the Houſe, and ſhe would prefently 
go and ice the Lodgings. The Earl 
aſtoniſh'd, gave her his Hand. The 
Chamber I us'd, was the beſt of the 
Houſe, the firſt the Queen ſtaid at: 
The Earl ſeeing no Remedy, ſteps 
to the Door, which he found open 
contrary to Cuſtom, and was plea- 
ſingly ſurpriz d, to find only Tracy 
there, ſleeping, or rather pretending 
to ſleep on a Couch. He was quick- 
ly awak'd, and having expreſt hisSur- 
prize, and Reſpect, immediately 
withdrew, E The 


The. Earl of Fſex, who thought 
him'at London, began to take Heart, 


fancying his good Genius had reveal- 


* 


ed the Adventure to Tracy. — But a 
new Trouble aroſe, my Picture hung 
in, the ſame Room, under a Curtain, 
The Queen aik'd, If it was nat the 
Earl's? He anſwer'd, with ſome 
Trouble, it was not, The Queen 
drew the Curtain, and ſaw herſelf 
Drawn at length, where the Earl 
thought my Picture would appear, 
Then it was he was perſuaded the 
faithful Tracy had an Intimation of 
the Journey, ch 
he Queen expreſs d much Joy to 
ſee her Picture in the Earl's Chamber. 
From the Houle ſhe went into the 
Garden, took a ſhort Repaſt, dur- 
ing which, Tracy foundthe Opportu- 
nity to whiſper the Earl, He need 
not trouble himſelf and return'd to 
London without the leaſt Suſpicion, 
Thus Matters paſe'd on their Sides 
As to ours, the very Inſtant theQueen 
told the Ear! of Eſex, ſhe wou = 
vt 4 
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his Houſe, the Earl of Sauthampton 
was at her Chamber-Door, You. are 
come in good Time, to go with the 
Queen to the Earl of Eſex's, ſays 
the Officer who was going to pro- 
vide the Equipage, 

The Earl of Southampton by theſe 
few Words, quickly . the 
Storm that TS his Friend: 
I amino: 
very well, aid he to the Officer, per- 
haps the Queen may command me to 
wait on her, I will not go into her 
Preſence. Pray let her, not know you 
have ſeen me. The Officer promis'd 
ſhe ſhould not and Southampton 
haſten'd to the Earl of Efſex's to tell 
Tracy, who immediately took the 
beſt Horſe his Maſter had, and rode 
fo faſt, that he was with me before 
the Queen left London. 

I was not a little troubled at the 

News. Tracy hid meand my Woman 
in a Quarter, where was no Likeli- 
hood of our being diſcovered, and 
then chang'd the Queen's. Picure 
for mine. E 2 That 
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That Evening the Earl of Eſex 
came to ſee me, and gave me an Ac- 
count of the Tortures he had that 
Day endur'd for me ; and how South- 
ampton and Tracy delivered him out 
of them. 5 

The 1: rebell'd, T lay in at that 
Time. The Earl of Eſex, who lov'd 
me no leſs than his Glory, had with- 
in himſelf deſperate Conflicts. His 
Duty prevail'd : He defir'd he might 
Command the Army, the Queen 
granted it, and the ſame Time de- 
clar'd her Affection for him, which 
I was before but too well aſſured of. 
She gave Abundance of very kind 
Expreſſions, and ( to confirm the 
Truth of them) a Ring, which ſtill 
leaves the poor Earl of Eſex ſome 
Hopes. | 

He was ſufficiently prepared to 

manage the Queen: And you ſee, 
by this Time, Madam, whether, he 
was not under a Neceſſity of ſome 
Diſſimulation. "IN 


He gave me a faithful Account of 
all 
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all that paſs'd between em, and be- 
ing fearful for me in his Abſence, he 
reſolv'd to remove me, and togohim= 
ſelf out of England, if Matters were 
diſcovered. 

This put him in Search of ſome 
Places of Refuge. The King of Scots 
proms'd him among Lochen, the Pal- 
ace of Dimbourgh, The Earl of Ty- 


rone made dy many Propoſals, but 


certain it is, he never harken'd to 
any of them. 

I was weak when he left me, and 
oblig'd to recover a little Strength, 
before I would undertake a Voyage 
for Scotland. 

I was on my Way, Fortune ſtay'd 
me, the Earl of Efex was charg d 
with ſeveral Matters, and the Queen 
prepoſſeſt by our Enemies, took our 
innocent Precauſions for Crimes. 

At laſt, Madam, theEarl was forc'd 
to come and ſhut himſelf up in the 
Place where I was, and was reſolv'd 
to periſh in Defence of me. 

You know what follow d. Conſi- 
E 3 der 
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der the Frigbts I was in, amidſt fo 
much Trouble and Blood I faw every 
Dayſpilt, 112 

The Eati conjur'd me inceſſantly 
to * a Place where he could hot 
make any long Defence, in Oppoſi= 
tion to ſo many Forees, as were im- 
8 hn to take l. 

exhorted him to yield, and im- 
plore the Queen's Goodneſs, He 
14 he would never do it, till 

was in a Place of Safety, 

Thus I was forc'd te leave bim, 
and go for Dimbourgh. The faithful 
Tracy who ſhould have conducted me 
thither, had periſh'd already in main- 
taining the Intereſt of his Maſter. 

The Earl of Eſex committed me 
to the Charge of one of his Kinimen 
thay forc'd me out of his Arms, to 
put me on board a Boat that wanted 
for us on the Thames; and was to car- 
ry us to the Place where our Convoy 
attended us. a | 
My Fears and myGriefput me into 
a Fever, This ſtaid me ſome Days at 
12 a little 


. 
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a little Village Where 1 had News f 
. the Bail's Imprifonment, aud the 


Queen 8, Refolu! 40h to rug bim, 
The Extremity of my Deſpalr 
me an the Refolutiva of preſentin 
myſolf to the Queen; and endeavour» 
ing to obtain ſame Favour by an in- 
enious Conſeffion ; but, Madam you 
1 70 I found in b ng Piſpokition 
to Rive n us, 
Condu hath produced a we. 
rible Etkect and! may uſtly reproach 
m yſelt, to have been fa Cauſe of all 
my Lord of Efſex's Misfortunes. Y 
This Diſcourſe ended in Tears, 
The Counteſs of N. took ſmall'Care 
to ſtop them; She was too much 
concerned in more than one Part of 
the Story, which hightened her 
Fury : And leaving the Counteſs of 


Px, to the Horror of Deſpair, [16 


returned to the Queen, whom 
found almoſt drowned in Tears. She 
uſed all her Axt to revive the Queen's 
Anger, and by her cruel Addrels; ef- 
fects d her Defipn, without faying a 

EA 
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Word directly againſt the Criminal. 
Cecil and ſhe, were tormented to 
ſee the Execution delay'd. 
What ſhall we do, Madam, fays 
he to her, if the Queen, in the very 


heighth of her Anger, will not give 


Way that Juſtice be done. What are 
we to expect when her Anger is o- 
ver? What are we not to Fear from 
her Love if it once get the Maſtery 
of a Heart as her's is? Tis no where 
ſo imperious, no where ſo abſolute, 
and I very much doubt whether all 
our Caution can prevent the ill Effects 
of it. In a Word, condemn'd as the 
Earl of Eſſex is, by an auguſt Aſſem- 
bly, 'tis poſſible he may recover his 
former Favour with the Queen, and 
utterly ruin us, as ſoon as he ſets 
footing at Court, I ſhall ſtir my- 


ſelf a little e'er that comes to paſs. 


( ſays the Counteſs of NL 

TI have the Queen's Ear: And 
know how to ſpeak, I am not ſuſpect- 
ed, nor am I a Stranger to the Secret 
of the one or the other : Yet we are 
. not 


[ 1051 
not to flatter ourſelves, ne Earl of 
Eſſex is Maſter of his Fortune, if he 
Petition, the Queen will not have 
Power to deny him. - He hath a 
Pledge, which gives him an abſolute 


Power over her: But, thanks to his 


Pride he will not make uſe of it 
beſides, whom can he employ in an 
Affair of this Nature, but we can 
eaſily corrupt. I will not leave the 
Queen, and I'll pawn my Life, I'll 
ſecure all with her. Do your Part, 
and let's not be ſurpriz'd. 

Cecilknew the the Counteſsof Not- 
tingham too well to doubt of what? 
ſhe faid, he parted better ſatisfied, 
and thought of nothing but what 
flattered their common Hatred a- 
gainſt Eſſex. 

The Queen had a very ill Night, 
tormented equally with Sickneſs and 
Trouble. She conſidered theUnfaith- 
falneſs of the Earl of E/ex, his plot- 
ting againſt her Authority, his pri- 
vate Marriage, his giving himſelf 
wholly up to the Pleaſures of 1t, 

E 5 while 
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while he pretended to be entirely at 
her Devotion, and his Pride in the 
th'of his Misfortunes. | 

She thought ſometimes theſe Re- 
flections ſtrong enough to enable her 
to ſee him die; but preſently the 
pleaſant Idea of him the would de- 
ftroy; his Merit, his Services, and the 
natural Inclination ſhe had for him, 
inſpired her again with more gentle 
Reſolution. She thought it better to 
ſee him 4 Criminal, than never ſee 
him more. The Thoughts of his Exe- 
cution put her almoſt beſides herſelf, 
tho” it was in her Power to prevent it. 

The Counteſs of Nottingbam was 
as wakeful as the Queen, the' for 
very different Reaſons, and waiting 
on her in the Morning as uſual, Vou 
find me in a lamentable Condition, 
fays the Q. and if you help not to 
comfort me, I ſhall not be able to en- 
dure it much longer. The Wretch 
who cauſeth me all this Trouble, is 
always before my Eyes, in the moſt 
pitiful Condition imaginable. Is it 
Golible 
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poſſible I ſhould do nothing for him 
in ſuch an Extremity? Shall I per- 
mit him to periſh; as if I do not 
value him more than another, when 
I have delared to him; Lloved him? 
Shall I reprgach myſelf one Day with 
Cruelty, to have forſaken him, hen 
it was in my Power to ſade him r 
What your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed 
to do in his Favour, replies the Caun- 
teſs of Noſting om, will be the mor 
generous; for that he hath nt ſoſicit- 
ed it, if he "etitioned your (Boudty: 
would be looked upomas an Effocb af 
your Pity, and Submiſſian; But 
now it will progrest ba ay from 
your Goodneb. - 

Theſe Words affeQed nels what 
ſhe aimed at. The Queen bluthed, 
and was ſilent a-while. © 4 +14 

It muſt be confeſſed (provecde the) 
That to do all for him, without 
ting him to the Coſt of one Sign af 


Repentance, is to approve! of his 
Pride, and encourage him to carry it 


on to the e Extremities. He 
| would 
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would bave my Kindneſs do all; and 
without any Reflection on the Out- 
rages he hath done me; he believes 


I ſhall think myſelf happy too in 


bolding the Executioner's Hand. 
Never doubt, Madam, (ſays the 
Counteſs) but;he makes account to 
triumph ſtill over that Goodneſs your 
Majeſty hath always made appear 
towards him, Had he been carried 
from Weſtminſter to the Scaffold, had 
you given him a Sight of that Scene 
of Death, and pardoned Southampton, 
without Reſpiting the other's Exe- 
cution, he had been glad to make 
uſe of any Means in his Power to 
move you to Mercy. But he knows 


dme Power he had over You; and 


Pony that by receiving a Pardon, 
e vouchfafes not to Petition for, 
all the World will believe him inno- 
cent. But, Madam, it Matters be car- 
ried on thus, what will be thought of 
the Juſtice of the Kingdom, what 


will the World judge of your Ma- 1 


jeſty? There is not a Perſon igno- 


rr 
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rant of this Adventure ; and if the 
Earl of Eſſex, without acknowledg- 
ing his Crimes, ſees himſelf at Li- 
berty, will it not be ſaid, That 
England is govern'd by a Queen not 
ſo deſcreet as fame reports her to be? 

At this Cecil arriv'd and fortify'd 
extremely the Counteſs of Notting- 
bam's Party, he ſeconded her with 
all the Art of a cruel Eloquence to 
perſuade the Queen the was con- 


cerned in Honour the Earl of Eſex 


ſhould die. | 
The Queen in a Pet conſented he 
ſhould be Executed ſuddenly ; and 
Cecil loſt no Time, in carrying Her 
Orders to thoſe who were to be 


Actors in the Execution. 
The Earl of Eſſex, as the Counteſs 


of Nottingham had ſhrewdly gueſſed, 


had no Thoughts of petitioning for 
a Favour, which, in all Probability 


the Queen's Kindneſs would of itſelf 


_ freely grant him. But when hefaw 


1 7 | | himſelf on the Point of being carried 


to the Place of Execution, he thoughe 
it 
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it his Duty not to neglect the Reme- 
dies he had in his Power, tO bring 
about the Queen, Then he reloiv'd 


to implore her Mercy, and put her 
in Mind of her Promiſes and Oaths. 


and knowing the Counteſs of Not-. 


tinglam was her Favourit and Con- 
fident, ho' he had Cauſe to believe, 
ſhe had no great Kindneſs for him, 
he was perſuaded ſhe might have 
Generoſity enough to ſerve him in 
this important Meditation. 

He ſent to defire the Favour of a 
Viſit from her. The Countels impa- 
tient to know the Cauſe, when di- 
realy to him, wichout acquainting 
the Queen. 

Who but a Barbarian conld have 
8 the Earl of Efjex's Perſon, and 
at the ſame Time know his Misfor- 
tunes, without being melted into 
Compaſſion ? Yet the Counteſs of 


Nottingham, at the Sight of him, was 


all Cruelty and Revenge ; but, feign- 
ing ſome Sweetneſs, ſhe gave. him 
a Way todeclare h mielf thus TREES 
1 f | Can 
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Can you, Madam, pardon the moſt © 

. unfortunate of Men, the Trouble be 
gives you, at 4 Time oben le bath 
no Cauſe ta flatter himfelf you have 
any Remains of - Kindneſs" for him; 
yet nothing can be now. a greater 
Advantage to me, ' than your Pro- 
tection. I know the Power you have 
| over the Queen, and would you be 
pleas'd to join it to my Sorrow and 
| Repentance for having vffended her, 
J doubt not but we may prevail much. 
| Tell her then, Madam, continues be, 
| putting his kneen to the Ground. that 
| youu have ſeen me in this ſuppliant 
| Poſture, full of Grief for 'baving do- 
erved her Hatred. Reſiore her this 
5 Ring ' which I have kept, and intreat 
her to remember the Promiſes ſhe 

made when ſhe gave it me. 1 beg 
| my Lafe by this Pledge and ſhe can- 
not deny it me, without forgetting 
ber Oaths. I can no longer look on 
Tea a Thing pleaſant to me; bt 
| à⁊ miſerable Wife, and the Intereſt of 
a Son, preſs me to continue it as long 
aa | as 
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&s I can. I cannot think the In- 


nocence of tbe one, nor the Infancy 


of the other, needs. uſiification. 
The Favour to = Rs ger the 
Queen, is for me alone 

The Countels of Nottingham was 
tranſported with Joy to ſee the Earl 


truſt her with the Ring, which had 


ſo many Times alarm'd her, and 
whoſe Power Cecil was ſtill afraid of. 
She frankly promis'd what ſhe had 


not the leaſt Intent to do for the Earl 


of Eſex, added feign'd Tears to 
her falſe Promiſes, and aſſured him 
+ ſhe would directly go uſe her utmoſt 
Intereſt with the Queen in his Fa- 
vour. | | 

But inſtead of going to the Queen 
to give her an Account of her Viſit, 
ſhe went to Cecil, who waited for 
her, praiſed her Cruelty, and had the 
Pleaſure to ſee in his Power, the 
ſole Obſtacle againſt E/ex's Death. 
They went together to the Queen, 
who aſking, How Efex received her 
laſt Orders, 
* He 
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He was ntver obſerved ſo haugh- 
fy, Madam, anſwers Cecil, be cannot 


prevail with himſelf to ſhew the 


leaſt Sign of Repentance. He thinks 


/ nothing buf his Wife, and. ſhe. is 


the. whole Subject of bis Diſcourſe 
to thoſe who go to him. Let him 
die then, let bim periſh, ſays the 
Queen very angry fince he will have 
it ſo, Let me be eas'd of the tors 
menting Uncertainties* and Diſquiets 
1am under —— I am no longer againſt 
his Execution. Ry 
This zealous Miniſter was unwil- 
ling to leave the Queen the leaſt Time 
of Reflection. And while the Earl of 
Eſſex was in Expectation of the Ef- 
fect ofthe Promiſes of the unfaithful - 
Counteſs of Nottingham, Proviſion 
was made for his Execution in the 
Tower, to avoid a Rebellion among 
the People wholov'd him. | 
— His Soul was naturally great, and 
diſcover'd not the leaſt Weakneſs in 
thelaſt Extremity. 
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Never did Man go to his Death 
with more Conſtancy and Fit mgeſt, 
he did not murmur in the leaſt a 
gainſt the Queen,'tho' he might Hive 
reproach'd her with Promifes, He 
mounted the Seaffold reſolutely, un- 
dreſs'd himſelf, recommended Hs 
Family to thoſe about him, and 'hay= 
ing drawn Tears from all Eyes that 


were Spectators of that laſt Act of 


his Life, he receiv'd his Death, with 


out ſo much as giving Leave his Eyes ä 


ſhould be cover d. 

Thus dy'd this famous Favourite 
of Queen Elizabeth, one of the beſt 
qualified Men in the World, and a 
Man who had been too happy, had 
not Love had too great a Power over 
him. e e 


20 Soon after the Queen had COn ſent- | 


ed he ſhould be executed, ſhe relaps'd 
into her former Irreſolutions, and 
after-a ſharp Conflict within herſelf, 
ſhe reſolv'd to pardon him, and ſent 
an Officer of her Guards to forbid 
their proceeding further ; but it was 
*I\ 0 #: » too 
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too! late, Cecil had foreſeen Whit 
might happen, and crueſhy provided 
againſt the Effects of her Relapſe in: 
to former Kindnels, The Earl of Efſex 
was already executed, and that was 
the Anſwer he ear ry'd the Queen, 

Then it was ſhe loft her ordinary 
Moderation z then her Grief broke 
out publickly, 

Cecil, ſays the, What Miſchief has 
your barbarous Zeal and Impatience 
done me |! 

With that ſhe burſt out into Tears; 
and would not indure the Cateſſes 
or Comforts of any about her. 

While the Queen abhorred herſelf 
forthe Orders her Anger had given 
Cecil, who had fo faithfully cauſed 
them to be executed, enjoyed the 


Pleaſure of having procured them: 


And, the Counteſs of Nottingham 
triumph'd! in herſelf, for the Revenge 
ſhe had taken of one who had all 

along lighted her Charms. 2 
Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Grief 
of the Counteſs of Eſſex, the moſt 


ſtony _ | 
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ſtony Hearts had Tears for her. The 
Queen whoſe Anger was dead with 
the Earl fc::t to comfort her, and aſ- 
ſure her, ſhe was at her Liberty, 
and might diſpoſe of her Huſband's 
Eſtate. 

Let her take my Life, and keep her 


Pity to herſelf, ſays the mourning: 


Counteſs to the Queen's Meſſenger, 
ſhe hath robbed me of all that made 
my Life dear unto me, and 'tis not in 
her Power to repair the Miſchief ſhe 


1 hath done me. 


The Earl of Eſex's Friends find- 
ing her at preſent incapable of Com- 
fort, even from them whom ſhe 
eſteem'd highly, tor. their Love to 
the Earl, took her from London, in 
Hopes that Time might make her 
ſuſceptable of that Conſolation which 


the Violence of her preſent Sor- 


rows rendered altogether vain. 
As for the Queen, ſhe languiſhed 


out the reſt of her Life : The only. 
Comfort the had, was to think the 


Ren of Eſſex had ROM her to his 
85 Death 


—— 
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Death, and never made her ay 
Submiſſion. 1 
The Counteſs of Nottin Serbe / 
but ſmall Joy of her Faithleſs Life. 
A violent Malady ſeized her, and © 7 
made her ſenſible of the Horrors | 
of Death: Remorſe of Conſcience, 
tormented her, the Ghoſt of the late 5 
Earl of Eſſex, whoſeDeath her Cruel 
ty occaſioned, ſeemed to haunt her 
inceſſantly. And being at the Point 
of Death, ſhe could not depart with- -, RF 
out acknowledging "her Crime to 
the Queen. Having begged one 
Moment's Audience, ſhe confelt al! 
that had paſs'd between the ,Earl o 
Eſſex and her, the Love ſhe had for 
him, the implacable Hatred that ſuc- 
ceeded it, and her Perfidiouſneſs in 
kee ing the Ring he had truſted her 
with. With that ſhe preſented the 


f . 


I Ring to the Queen, who was ready 1 


to die at the receiving it, and was 
within very little of making the Dy 
ing Counteſs feel the Violence of 
her Reſentment. 


— wretch! 


2 - cries he __ 1 fall 
of Indignation, What Remorſe halt 

od me to; Whether Heaven 

| 977 . thy Crimes, I know not; 

ö Si am, IJ. ſball never forget them. 

1 Having thus ſaid, the Queen went 
. * out, and the Counteſs i in few Hours 
5 died. 

This prov'd a mortal Blow to 
** "the Ween s Health; who not long 
4 after died uncomforted for the Earl 
of Bſex. 
= Cc] had lov'd the Counteſs of 
13 Noriing bum too well to be ſo eaſily 
comſorted for hers, 

By the Death of Queen Elizabeth, 
the Crown of England pas di into che 
lIlluſtrious Houſe of the rte, 
= - whoſe Right it was, And King 

RB James, after a glorious Reign, left 

+ It to his Poſterity, for the Repoſe of 

425 Kingdom. 
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